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BENEVOLENCE LINKS GOD AND MAN Leslie G. Heuston 


PPROACHING Cape Town, South Africa, on a 
large troopship, someone hurried below decks 
and shouted, 
“Hi fellows! land in sight. You can see Table 
Mountain on the horizon.” 
“You must be mistaken,” one of the men re- 
C O M E; marked. ‘“We’re not supposed to sight land until 
tomorrow.” 
“Come and see,” the first man urged. 
d The Scriptures record the use of this expression 
a n many times, which proves people were just as 
doubtful then, as now, depending on the circum- 
stances under which it was used. Many skeptics | 
E, E, have been convinced of a truth after being re- © 
quested to “Come and See,” as in the case when 


Jesus rose from the dead, the disciples expressed 
incredulity and doubt. 


: However, studying the phrase in the light of the © 
by Clifford Thomas gospel, it assumes a deep significance as to a way 
of life, and indicates three stages in becoming a 
useful servant of God. 
Many people today suffer unhappiness on ac- 
count of the consciousness of sin in their lives. 
Others are burdened with doubt and fears. Hard- | 
ships and seemingly unsurmountable difficulties © 
make life hard to bear. To all these and everyone 
outside the fold, God says “Come.” This is not a 
command, but an invitation. He says, “Come unto 


® me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” No one can describe the peace — 
which follows when, with a contrite heart, the 
wayward one responds to this call in complete 
surrender to the Master. 


With great joy, little by little, the meaning of 
the Christian life begins to unfold. A deeper 
understanding of God’s purpose for all mankind 
illumines the mind, and the reason why God sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for the sins of the | 
world becomes clear.. To paraphrase a Biblical © 
quotation the repentant one says, “Once I was 
spiritually blind. Now I see.” 

Naturally, the sinner, having found salvation, 
desires to serve the Master in some way. Many 
times a zealous Christian tries to accomplish too 
much, in consequence of which no task is executed 
properly. Care must be taken to let God decide, 


se 
and to listen to his voice when he says “Come and 
See.” He has nothing material to offer, but great 
opportunities of service wherever he leads. 
The world remains full of innumerable tasks 


waiting to be performed. Consequently many } 
Christians wonder what the Lord wishes them to 
do. This difficulty may be overcome by placing 
the hand in Christ’s in simple faith and trust. He 
will then lead to some particular work best suited 
to one’s talents. ' 

In so doing, life becomes full of meaning. The 
call “Come and See” presents a noble challenge to 
align oneself with God in his plan for the salva- 
tion of the world. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
1961 


We will have many new features 
in THE CHRISTIAN in 1961. One of 
these, which so many have asked 
for, is a list of daily Bible readings, 
supplied by the American Bible 
Society. 

Here is some information regard- 
ing this schedule. 


Readings for Week of Prayer, January 1-8— 
on the theme of 's redeeming love. 


The whole Gospel according to John ap- 
pears between January | and April 5. 
eet vas for Lent, Ascension Day, 

Day, Thanking, Adve anda Un 
H J 
A letecr 


Old Testament Prophecy from the Book of 
Wau tes CO hee oe 
New Testament Character Studies, June 28 
to September 23. 
of Christian Growth, September 
 pesecomenat f 


The according to Mark, Octo- 


First Letter of Paul to the Corin- 
April 10 to December 29. 
wide Bible Reading selections, 
to Christmas. 
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“To believe in Christ is 
to believe in such 


ministries as benevolence.” 


by Leslie G. Heuston 


HE Program of Advance for 

the Decade of Decision in the 
Christian Churches, according to 
its Letter to the Churches, calls 
on Disciples of Christ to relate 
ourselves to God’s purpose. This 
is a purpose of love and judg- 
ment in relation to the deeds of 
men through all time. We are 
called to decide during this Dec- 
ade of Decision whether we will 
yield to the love of God and his 
judgment or whether we will 
continue to attempt to mold God 
to fit our individual purposes. 

Dr. Jack Finegan in his book, 
Space, Atoms, and God, states 
boldly that since it is a day when 
the sputniks are circling the earth 
it is time for renewed emphasis 
upon the world responsibility of 
Christians. The words “the field 
is the world” take on new mean- 
ing in such an age. He believes 
that the Christian, therefore, who 
knows of the love of God and 
the concern of Christ for the 
whole world, and of the relevance 
of the truth of the gospel to the 
whole world, must necessarily 
have a world responsibility. 

For one thing, he will answer 
the needs of the world with deeds 
of compassion. The Exodus 
story of God’s children in 
slavery becomes not a scene from 
the days of Jewish bondage in 
Egypt but words involving the 
twentieth century. 





Mr. Heuston is director of re- 
search and service for the Na- 
tional Benevolent Association of 
the Christian Churches (Disci- 
ples of Christ). 
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Dr. Finegan makes a significant 
point when he writes that peace 
can scarcely abide in a world 
where men remain hungry, home- 
less, and hurt. The attack upon 
these problems is fundamental to 
the establishing of a more secure 
order of society. Yet even more 
fundamental is the making known 
of the message of God’s love 
which gives human life its mean- 
ing, and of Christ’s way in which 
men may at last realize their 
brotherhood in all the earth. 

The cause of benevolence has 
a proper base only in Christ and 
in his concern for those “who 
are bruised.” His gospel was a 












a ad 


MRS. HATTIE MENZIES, 88 
years old, who was for 47 years 
a missionary to India, lives at 
Northwestern Christian Home. 
She attended the World Conven- 
tion of Churches of Christ (Dis- 
ciples) in Edinburgh, Scotland. 


ministry to the needs of men. 
Benevolence is a definite part of 
that ministry of Christ, of the 
ministry of the church. To be- 
lieve in Christ is to believe in 
such ministries as benevolence. 
An adequate apologetic for the 
cause of benevolence must be set 
not only in terms of relation to 
the love and ministry of Christ. 


CHILDREN of the Colorado Christian Home, Denver, enjoy. the 
Christmas season of the year. 
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Miracles Performed 


The subcommittee also 
visited a number of reli- 
gious and public facilities 
which provide nursing care 
for infirm patients. In gen- 
eral the contrast was star- 
tling. Religious homes, 
backed by community con- 
tributions, were generally 
larger in size, airy, clean, 
and safe. Registered and 
practical nurses and physi- 
cians were available around 
the clock and some of them 
were performing miracles 
of rehabilitation. The in- 
vestment in staff and equip- 
ment was heavy, but in so 
many instances paid off 
handsomely.—_From the 
U.S. Senate 1960 Commit- 
tee Report on The Aged 
and the Aging in the United 
States: A National Prob- 
lem, p. 141. 





































































































It must relate itself, as well, to 
the best knowledge possible re- 
garding the needs of little chil- 
dren and older people and what 
is most responsibly Christian in 


meeting those needs. An apolo- 
getic, poorly grounded, becomes 
nothing but an apology for what- 
ever program exists. As it is 
necessary for beliefs to be tested, 
so it is necessary for the church’s 
function in all its aspects to be 
continuously reviewed and re- 
fined if it is to perform a life- 
transforming function. 

Any adequate apologetic must 
include an apologetic for promo- 
tion. If the Christian gospel is 
valid Christians cannot withhold 
brilliant and sacrificial efforts to 
promote its extension. If the 
church has a valid function and 
is meaningful to its membership, 
church members will be eager to 
promote its extension for it is 
one of the foundations of an on- 
going Christian society. If be- 
nevolence is part of the gospel 
and part of the function of the 
church there is a necessity for 
its adequate promotion. Other- 
wise that part of the gospel will 
not be preached adequately and 
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that part of the function of the 
church will not be fulfilled. Pro- 
motion, then, of the cause of be- 
nevolence is not an option. It 
becomes a necessity if the gos- 
pel and the church are to be com- 
plete. 

Our involvement in the cause 
of benevolence is a Christian in- 
volvement, a church involvement. 
In it we help to preach the gos- 
pel and make the influence of 
Christ felt in specific ways. Such 
involvement in a specialized part 
of the gospel and the church pro- 
gram does not divorce us from 
involvement in the total gospel 
and total program of the church. 
We must be concerned about the 
church, the many facets of the 
program of the church, the de- 
velopment of good churchman- 
ship in local churches, and in in- 
dividual Christians, the develop- 
ment of well-balanced and effec- 
tive local church programs. 

The basic principle of the Dec- 
ade of Decision is one brother- 
hood planning and working to- 
gether to make a Christian im- 
pact upon the needs of our day. 
Those personally involved in the 
cause of benevolence are plan- 
ning and working with those who 
are involved in other causes of 
the brotherhood so that we all be- 
come involved in the Kingdom of 
God. 

(Continued on page 29.) 





GUEST of Northwestern Christian Home, Beaverton, Ore., displays 
her hobby, making rag dogs. 


What Is Required? 


There are six essentials 
of good family life needed 
by all children. 

First, love, affection, and 
security, preferably with 
their own parents in their 
own homes. 

Second, full-time adult 
supervision and the teach- 
ing of self-control. 

Third, parents with 
whom the child learns he 
can live on the basis of mu- 
tual trust. 

Fourth, a close sense of 
family unity, where the 
members of the family eat 
dinner together, take vaca- 
tions together, go to church 
together. 

Fifth, parents who take 
an interest in the education 
of their children. 

Sixth, parents who set an 
example of living in accord- 
ance with the principles of 
their religious faith. 








—From an address, Op- 
portunity for Our Young— 
A Blueprint for the Future, 
by George Edwards, Justice 
of the Michigan Supreme 
Court, at the 1960 White 
House Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth. 
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“Every pastor needs a rabbi and 
every rabbi needs a pastor” 


by Elizabeth H. Emerson 


RECENT television news- 

cast told of two religious 
groups, one Jewish and the other 
Presbyterian, which had made an 
arrangement for using the same 
building. The agreement had 
gone far beyond the experimental 
stage and it worked. The rabbi 
and the pastor of the congrega- 
tions had come to this conelusion: 
“Every pastor needs a rabbi and 
every rabbi needs a pastor.” 

Why? And can this need be 
applied to others than rabbis and 
pastors? 

A man wearing a bright turban 
appeared at our church one Sun- 
day morning and we took him 
home to dinner. He was a native 
of India with a many syllabled 
name. No doubt we talked a 
great deal about his country and 
ours, but the bit of information 
he gave me which has lasted was 
a recipe for frying rice. The 
odor is tantalizing, the appear- 
ance is tempting and the taste 
exactly matches both. After 30 
years I use that recipe and al- 
ways it calls up the picture of 
that first East Indian whom I 
knew for a few hours. 

The English used to seem to 
me _ strong-minded and_ unap- 
proachable. But John P. joined 
our family for a botanizing trip 
to The Bluffs. I should never 
have thought of inviting him but 
when he learned of the prospect 
he invited himself. On the way, 
with our two small daughters be- 
side him, he sang English folk 
songs and told stories for twenty 
miles in the old Ford. If John 
P. was a sample of Englishmen 
—well, he left me with a revision 
of my ideas which makes me 
think, “What jolly people!” 

Crystal had a beautiful voice 
with all the natural resonance 
common to singers of the Negro 
race. In fact she is a beautiful 
person. She would have been 
unforgettable even if we had not 
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gone together to visit a large 
greenhouse. But there among 
the gorgeous roses of many 
colors and varieties, she stopped 
longest by the. yellow ones. I 
watched her dark face light and 
her black eyes shine. “TI like the 
yellow ones best,” she said, and 
stood for minutes, wordless, ab- 
sorbing the beauty of the long, 
perfectly shaped buds. Since 
that day, I, too, stop longest by 
yellow roses. 

Phillip is a Sioux Indian. When 
he was young he ate at our table, 
played with our children and 
completely captivated them even 
before he put on his brilliant- 
feathered head-dress and gave a 
public program of Indian songs 
and dances. He had strength of 
body and voice and spirit. The 
parents as well as the children 
were captivated. 

Luther was an American In- 
dian, too, but out of Navajo land, 
tall, straight and silent. I was 
chief cook in a mountain cabin 
for a dozen hungry budding 
botanists of whom he was one. 
Every other one of the group 
could so easily forget that good 
meals depended on quantities of 
wood and many buckets of water 
carried from the near-by stream. 
Luther never forgot and before 
the week end had passed he was 
less silent and we wer® acquaint- 
ances. If the time had been 
longer we should have been 
friends. A training-plahe disaster 
took his strong young life but not 
before in three days he had given 
strength to me. 

Dr. F. was a German Jew. He 
had much-biased opinions, no 
acknowledged religion, socialistic 
leanings and withal amazing 
generosity of heart and capacity 
for friendship. At the time I 
knew him best, a multiplicity of 
cares could easily have reduced 
my interest in world affairs and 
current literary output to zero. 





He kept me reading. He was a 
gadfly stinging me to mental 
awareness. 

I lived for many years where 
half the people were Spanish or 
mixtures with Spanish predom- 
inating. I think of those among 
them I knew best as the embodi- 
ment of color and gaiety and 
song. I shut my eyes and see 
blooming geraniums behind deep- 
set window panes and four-foot 
strings of crimson chili peppers 
decorating adobe walls. I stop 
my ears to other sounds and 
hear the quick accent of happy 
chatter in their own tongue and 
the blare of sirens as a brightly 
be-ribboned procession of fast- 
moving cars carries a wedding 
party out of town. 

A youth from the other side 
of the world is my friend. His 
religion is one I have never 
known until he told me of it. I 
had no idea how like the Chris- 
tian God is the Moslem one! 
There are as many likenesses as 
differences between us. I find 
that family life among his peo- 
ple has the same devotion, the 
same stresses and strains, the 
same joys and sorrows of meet- 
ings and parting. There are the 
same needs for understanding 
friendship and the same unwrit- 
ten rules of courtesy and kind- 
ness and consideration. 

These are some of the many 
kinds of people for whom I have 
had need. Their gifts to me 
have often been small and some- 
times intangible, but they are 
real. I hope that I have been 
able to give in return. 

The Protestant pastor whose 
congregation worships in the 
same house as the Jewish one 
had this to say: ‘The members 
of my church have learned more 
about brotherhood from this as- 
sociation than I could teach them 
in all my sermons.” Under- 
standing of another’s viewpoint, 
being able to “walk in another’s 
shoes,” learning to set aside dif- 
ferences in religion, race or color 
for the while, because there is 
common ground or aesthetic ap- 
preciation—these enriching gifts 
come out of knowing and learn- 
ing to like the different. 
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Editorials 


Looking at Louisville 


ASILY the most widely discussed issue 
E of our 1960 Assembly was the refusal 
of some Louisville establishments to serve 
some of the delegates because they were 
Negroes. A newcomer to the United States, 
acquainted only with our history and our 
constitution, including the thirteenth, four- 
teenth and fifteenth amendments, would cer- 
tainly be in for some surprises. No one would 
suspect, to hear us boast of our freedom, that 
the majority race in the country had estab- 
lished such careful and exact customs of 
eating that the minority is never quite sure 
where and when its turn comes at the table. 

This is the way it is. It has been this way 
a long time. Some people offer time as per- 
fect proof that there should never be change. 
Christians, baptized into Christ, joint-heirs 
with him, should never display their brother- 
hood to the extent that they would sit at the 
table together, or even at the Lord’s Table to- 
gether. Some people believe that, or at least 
they practiee it and resent any suggestion to 
reconsider. However, more and more Chris- 
tians are becoming more Christian about 
the matter. 

The Louisville convention took the wrong 
road in its attempt to help, in our judgment. 
An emergency resolution passed by an over- 
whelming majority after heated but orderly 
debate. 

Two things are involved in every issue, 
principle and practice. In the case of the 
Resolution Regarding Convention Accommo- 
dations the principle had already been estab- 
lished at the 1953 Assembly in Portland, 
Ore. Passing the new resolution did nothing 
to increase the practice and implementation 
of the. principle. 

The Portland convention voted that, 


We call upon the officers of the Inter- 
national Convention, its board of di- 
rectors, its time and place committees 
to press unremittingly for the achieve- 
ment of the goal of a completely non- 
segregated convention without discrim- 
ination in any of its phases at the 
earliest possible moment and that all 
communities submitting invitations to 
the convention be advised of this policy. 


Those planning future conventions have 
acted according to the letter of this resolu- 
tion, as well as its spirit. 

Yet, the Louisville resolution states: 
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We recognize that some leaders of our 
brotherhood, both Negro and white, in 
the interests of expediency and with the 
hope of progress, made certain com- 
promises with the directives of the Port- 
land resolution and that we apologize 
to our Negro brethren for the compro- 
mises in principle which were made. 


This is the place where we took a step 
backward. As Gaines M. Cook, executive 
secretary of the International Convention, said 
in a press interview, we would simply have 
to go out of business, so far as assemblies 
are concerned, if we wait for 100 per cent 
cooperation on the part of every business 
establishment in the convention city. 

There were no “compromises in principle” 
in planning the Louisville assembly. The 
directive of Portland “to press unremittingly 
for the achievement of the goal of a com- 
pletely nonsegregated convention’? has been 
followed absolutely. 

The third point of the resolution petitioning 
the board of directors “to exercise utmost 
vigilance to see that the spirit of the Portland 
resolution is observed in future assemblies,” 
is nothing more than a directive to keep on 
doing what has been done. The tone of this 
section of the resolution, however, is one of 
adverse criticism rather than praise. 

While we were in Louisville, statistics were 
printed in the local press showing that 40 
per cent of the Negro school children in 
Kentucky have been absorbed into integrated 
classes in five years. “The Louisville Story” 
and the great work of the superintendent of 
schools, Omer Carmichael, is known world- 
wide. 

Our hosts did all they could. They were 
wonderful. We didn’t help them much with 
our commendation as a part of the resolu- 
tion. It was lost in the shuffle. If the Louis- 
ville resolution had been passed in Saint 
Louis in 1958, we would never have seen the 
voluntary, unpressured desegregation of six 
chain restaurants there in 1960, as did hap- 
pen, while we were in Louisville. 

As the editor of The Christian-Evangelist 
wrote in 1953, we marvel at the “seemingly 
inexhaustible Christian patience of the Negro 
delegates.” We also rejoice at the wonderful 
Christian spirit of white men and women 
from the Deep South whose concern in this 
matter is second to that of none. Let us 
make certain that our public pronouncements 
help rather than hinder the implementing of 
the principle on which we are agreed. 
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Those in retirement should “develop 
new skills or hobbies if they 
would keep alive as long as they live.” 


by Jim Edwards 


Ir YOU were eighty-two years of age and had 
never painted before, would a course of painting 
lessons seem a strange Christmas present? It 
seemed so to W. O. Livingstone, retired Christian 
church minister. But, as he says, “When a man 
retires from the ministry he has to have some- 
thing he is vitally interested in to keep him alive 
and happy, so I went ahead and enrolled in the 
art class.” 


Now, eight years later, he is not only alive and 
happy, but has received community-wide recogni- 
tion for his art work. He has held two one-man 
shows which have been well attended by towns- 
people of his Hood River, Ore., home. In response 
to interest in his work he does a winter scene each 
year which is reproduced and sent out as the 
family Christmas card. 

In the course of his 54-year ministry Living- 
stone served churches in Maryland, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas and Oregon. “TI still have quite a bit of 
energy but my physical limitations kept this bot- 
tled up inside until I discovered that painting 
provided an excellent outlet,” he says. He has 
found that creativeness and the joy of sharing 
have helped to make his retirement from an active 
ministry easier. One year each member of the 
adult class which he still teaches was given a 
painting as a Christmas gift. His most recent 
work, seen hanging on the wall in the picture 





Mr. Edwards is minister of First Christian 
Church, Hood River, Ore. 
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above, he considers to be his best effort. Typical 
of his subject matter, it is a farm scene near his 
Hood River valley home. 


Whenever his daughter has a free afternoon or 
a friend can be persuaded to take him for a ride in 
the country, he is busy filling an ever-present 
sketch pad. When he is exploring new roads, see- 
ing different rock formations, coming upon a mea- 
dow or grove of trees for the first time, ideas for 
paintings are born. He feels that one of the most 
pleasing results of having learned to paint is that 
a whole new world of beauty has opened up before 
his eyes. 

One of the first things that most visitors notice 
about Mr. Livingstone is his genuine zest for liv- 
ing. This he attributes, at least in part, to his 
fascinating hobby. He feels that his vigorous in- 
terest in the present has helped him to avoid the 
temptation of living in the past. He also finds 
that his hobby brings him into contact with some 
entirely different people than he ever met in the 
churches he served. Many of these have remarked 
about the influence that he has had upon them. 


Those close to Mr. Livingstone are convinced 
that his courage to develop a talent late in life 
has paid off in rich dividends. At a time of life 
when so many seem content to sit with folded 
hands, his search for new scenes of beauty to 
portray keeps him busy and happy. He strongly 
recommends that those in their retirement years 
develop new skills or hobbies if they would keep 
alive as long as they live. 
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o} Christmas 


According to ancient legend, 
on the night that Christ was 
born, trees burst into bloom and 
bore fruit despite the wintry 
weather. These days, the trans- 
formation in honor of the holy 
holiday is almost as miraculous 
as homes throughout the world 
are trimmed with greens and gar- 
lands and set aglow with tiny 
twinkling lights for the celebra- 
tion of Christmas. 

As with the blooming trees, 
holly, mistletoe, Poinsettias and 
scores of other flowers and plants 
are all part of the glorious his- 
tory of the Holy Season. 

The reasons why we celebrate 
with flowers have been passed 
down through the ages. Many 
of the customs and traditions 
have their origins in ancient 
pagan rites, yet over the years 
they have taken on Christian 
implications of deep significance. 

Holly was worshiped before 
the birth of Christ by peoples 
who considered its greenness in 
the middle of the winter as a 
promise of the sun’s return to 
earth for another year. Later, 
the early French and English 
hung sprigs of the bright-berried 
plant on their doors to indicate 
homes in which Christ dwelt. 

It is also believed that holly 
sprang up where the Infant Jesus 
took his first baby steps. Iron- 
ically, this same plant was sup- 
posed to have made up his crown 
of thorns. 

Holly has grown in this coun- 
try for hundreds of years. In- 
deed, the Pilgrim Fathers noted 


The Flowers 





the plant when they landed in 
America. These days, holly is 
frequently used for wreaths. The 
red-berried plant, worked into 
the circular shape, symbolizes 
the hope of eternal life, and 
makes a gift with a warm per- 
sonal message when sent by wire 
to friends too far away to share 
Christmas with you. 

In the 13th century, folk tales 
describe a gigantic tree set in a 
forest and lit with candles. Some 
of the candles were straight, 
others upside down. At the peak 
of the tree rested an Infant with 
a halo around His head. The 
tree was humanity; the candles, 
people good and bad; the Child, 
the Saviour Jesus. 

Other stories link the Christ- 
mas tree to Germany and Martin 
Luther, the great reformer who 
may have trimmed the first tree 
with candles to show his family 
the splendor of the night on 
which Christ was born. Later, 
apples, candy and colored papers 
were added to the decorations. 

The flower that has virtually 
become the symbol of the Christ- 
mas season is the star-shaped 
Poinsettia. So popular in the 
country are these scarlet-leaved 
blooms, that the Florists’ Tele- 
graph Delivery Association re- 
ports wiring more Poinsettias 
than any other holiday floral of- 
fering. 

There are many legends sur- 
rounding nature’s Christmas- 
colored wonder. 

Other lovely blossoms have 
also played an important role in 





FROM THE EARLIEST times, 
flowers and children have played 
an important part in the glorious 
history of Christmas. Popular 
floral choices at this season are 
carnations, chrysanthemums and 
various greens. 


the Yuletide holiday. The Christ- 
mas rose is supposed to have 
sprung from the bare ground at 
an angel’s bidding. As the years 
passed, it became the custom to 
place these blooms at the en- 
trances of cottages so that no 
harm would befall the occupants. 

Red and white blossoms are 
traditionally used to highlight 
holiday greetings, the red for joy 
and laughter, the white symbol- 
izing spiritual calmness and pu- 
rity. Using red carnations and 
giant white chrysanthemums to 
interpret these messages has be- 
come a popular custom. 

What is the meaning of floral 
gift-giving at Christmas? Such 
gift-giving probably stems from 
the story of the Three Wise Men. 
In some countries this custom is 
still observed on January 5, the 
Twelfth Night, when it is believed 
that the Wise Men appeared in 
the Holy Land. 

Through these many years, 
flowers, greens and plants have 
become very much a part of the 
Christmas celebration. They 
help make the insides of homes 
more vibrant; on doors and gate 
posts they call out the season’s 
joys to passing strangers. They 
literally change the face of the 
world in honor of Jesus, the 
Saviour. 
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Increase Predicted by 
Department of Commerce 


Church Construction 


Boom Is Continuing 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction, which will exceed one 
billion dollars this year for the 
first time in history, will increase 
even more in 1961, the Department 
of Commerce said here in its official 
forecast of construction activity in 
the year ahead. 


The government said that con- 
struction of religious edifices will 
total $1,045,000,000 by the end of 
1960, well above the record of $947,- 
000,000 established last year. 


A further increase of three per 
cent in church construction will 
send total expenditures in this field 
of building activity to $1,075,000,000 
in 1961, the department predicted. 

Meanwhile, building activity by 
non-public schools and_ colleges, 
many of which are church-related, 
also will set a new mark next year, 
the department said, asserting it 
will reach $650,000,000 compared 
with $590,000,000 this year. In 1959, 
building activity by the non-public 
educational institutions totaled an 
estimated $525,000,000. 


Construction by private hospitals 
and institutions, many of which are 
also church-related, will advance in 
1961 and will reach $625,000,000, ac- 
cording to the government forecast. 
Their new construction work this 
year will total about $575,000,000 an 
increase of one per cent over 1959. 

Social and recreational construc- 
tion by non-profit groups, which in- 
cludes church parish halls, YMCA’s, 
summer camps, and other such 
facilities, will continue to boom in 
1961 and will reach $700,000,000 ac- 
cording to the government forecast. 
It will set a new record of approx- 
imately $650,000,000 this year, com- 
pared with $550,000,000 in 1959. 

The over-all construction forecast 
for the United States put 1961 pri- 
vate building activity at a little bet- 
ter than 40 billion dollars, a gain of 
three per cent from this year, which 
has seen a two per cent slump in 
building work. Construction work 
by religious and other non-profit 
groups, however, will continue to 
set a pace above the national aver- 
age, if the forecast is borne out. 
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Supreme. Court Denies 
Uphaus Re-hearing 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States Supreme Court in a brief 6 to 
3 per curiam (by the court) ruling 
denied a second hearing to Dr. Wil- 
lard Uphaus, a Methodist layman and 
religious pacifist, who has spent 11 
months in a New Hampshire prison 
for refusing to tell a state legisla- 
tive committee about guests at his 
World Fellowship Center in that 
state. . 

The brief order, which upholds 
once again Dr. Uphaus’ 1956 con- 
viction for contempt of New Hamp- 
shire authorities, drew long and pas- 
sionate dissents from Justices Wil- 
liam O. Douglas and Hugo L. Black. 

Chief Justice Earl Warren en- 
dorsed both dissents and associated 
himself with them. 

Justice Black, in the dissent which 
he read with obvious anger from the 
bench, said the prosecution of Dr. 
Uphaus was similar to history’s ex- 
ample of the continued persecution 
of non-conformists. 


The Truth About 
Roman Catholic Council 


“Ecumenical” Council 


Just for R. Catholics 


VATICAN CiTy—Pope John XXIII, 
at a ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica 
inaugurating the preparatory phase 
of the forthcoming Second Vatican 
Council, said he had been “glad- 
dened by the respectful attention 
that is being paid by non-Catholic 
Christians” to the historic event. 


At the same time he stressed that 
although one of the major concerns 
of the Council is with Christian 
unity, the Ecumenical gathering “has 
its own terms of reference” and will 
occupy itself from the start “solely 
with what concerns the Roman 
Catholic Church, our Mother, and her 
present-day internal organization.” 


The Pope spoke before 33 car- 
dinals, about 150 archbishops and 
bishops and some 300 theologians 
belonging to the ten commissions 
he has set up to digest and perpare 
the subject matter that will be dis- 
cussed by the Ecumenical Council. 

In welcoming the commission 
members for what was their first 
meeting, Pope John announced the 
end of the ante-preparatory phase 
of the Council. 


Roman Church 
Political Action 


Priests Demand That 


Puerto Ricans Repent 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICcoO—Roman 
Catholic parishioners here and in 
other parts of the country who voted 
for the Popular Democratic Party 
in deliberate defiance of their ec- 
clesiastical superiors have been told 
by priests they cannot receive Com- 
munion unless they confess their 
“sin.” 

At San Juan Cathedral, the pastor, 
Father Thomas Maisonet, also 
warned worshipers at five Sunday 
Masses that in addition to acknowl- 
edging their guilt in the confessional, 
the penitents in question must also 
promise, as a condition for absolu- 
tion, not to support the PDP in the 
future unless it changes its philos- 
ophy. 

Among the worshipers who heard 
Father Maisonet’s warning was 
Dona Felisa Rincon de Gautier, 
Mayoress of San Juan and a long- 
time member of the PDP, who pro- 
tested: “This thing on Sunday is 
just too much. I don’t think they 
have a right to deny Communion. I 
had to sit there and listen to Father 
Maisonet speak against my party 
in a sermon and after he finished 
I had to listen to him say I could 
not receive Communion even if I 
wished. What has the Popular 
Party done to merit this?’ 

“We never denied Communion to 
anyone,” Father Maisonet explained. 
“Instead, we requested that whoever 
publicly disobeyed the mandate of 
the bishops should not approach the 
altar for Communion unless he had 
made his peace in the confessional. 
Fortunately, no one did.” 

San Juan’s Roman Catholic woman 
mayor, announced here she was pre- 
pared to go to Communion despite 
the warning by the pastor of the 
cathedral. 


Sincere repentance, Father Tomas 
Maisonet had previously explained, 
involved a resolution not to vote 
for the PDP again unless the party 
changed parts of its platform deal- 
ing with religious education in the 
schools, sterilization and birth con- 
trol. 


Dona Felisa said she would not 
repent having voted for the PDP 
because she did not believe it was a 
sin to do so. 

“We have to save the Church in 
Puerto Rico,” she said. 
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Freedom Misused 


Freedom and its abuse by those 

who capitalize on the dissemi- 
nation of obscene and pornographic 
literature were the concerns dis- 
cussed in a resolution approved by 
the 1960 Assembly of the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches. 

Titled “Freedom and Censorship 
in Mass Communications Media 
Where Questions of Obscenity and 
Indecency Are Involved,” the dual 
purpose resolution issued warnings 
against censorship, stated that there 
is no agreement regarding the ex- 
tent of damage done by obscenity, 
urged efforts to find constructive 
ways of dealing with the problem, 
and in general encouraged a cau- 
tious approach to the matter of 
dealing with smut peddlers. 

Advocated in the freedom, cen- 
sorship and obscenity resolution 
were the following: 

(1) Cooperation with councils of 
churches and government officials 
in dealing with obscenity. 

(2) Serious discussion and 
thought to the problem of obscene 
and indecent literature. 

(3) The commitment to defend 
“to the fullest possible extent” the 
right of all men and all groups to 
express their ideas and communi- 
cate their honest opinions “even 
when these may be wrong.” 

(4) Restrictions (on communica- 
tions media) on at least three 
grounds: (a) misrepresentation, 
(b) intent to injure, (c) intent to 
exploit. 

(5) Judgment of works on the 
basis of over-all intention. 

(6) Judgment of works on basis 
of which audience it is aimed at. 

(7) Effective controls by: dis- 
criminating use of literature in the 
home; friendly consultation with 
Owners and managers; economic 
sanctions upon distribution agencies 
“when convinced that their intent 
is wrong and after having made 
friendly consultative overtures”; 
and seeking the passage of federal 
laws to establish a commission 
equipped to deal with distributing 
agencies. 

Once recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Recommendations before it 
was finally approved, the resolution 
was regarded by a number of peo- 
ple as a needed resolution but weak 
in impact, apologetic in approach 
to the necessity of effectively deal- 
ing with the obscenity problem and 
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those who profit by the sale of such 
materials. 

There are laws in every state re- 
lating to the matter of publication 
and dissemination of obscene and 
pornographic literature. These laws, 
by and large, are based on the Roth 
decision in the United States Su- 
preme Court which defines obscen- 
ity as “material which deals with 
sex in a manner appealing to the 
prurient interest,” that is, material 
having a tendency to excite lustful 
thoughts. 

The Court laid down this test: 
“Whether to the average persons 
applying contemporary community 
standards, the dominant theme of 
the material taken as whole appeals 
to the prurient interest.” 

The Roth decision (354, U.S. 476) 
declared that obscenity is without 
constitutional protection. Justice 
Brennen, in that decision, had this 
to say: “Implicit in the history of 
the First Amendment is the rejec- 
tion of obscenity as utterly without 
redeeming social importance. 3 
We hold that obscenity is not with- 
in the area of constitutionally pro- 
tected free speech or press.” 

Freedom does enter into the mat- 
ter, because censorship tactics are 
sometimes employed through the 
use of lists of allegedly objection- 
able material, through the misuse 
of police powers and through other 
extra-legal means. Statutes do af- 
ford protection against such ma- 
terial and the Court protects 
against the would-be censors too. 

In many cases the articles writ- 
ten in newspapers and magazines 
about the cancer of obscenity, par- 
ticularly those referring to the Post 
Office problem, do not refer to so- 
called “borderline obscenity” but 
printed materials openly advocating 
a libertine philosophy of life, en- 
couraging marital infidelity, pro- 
moting homosexuality, lesbianism, 
sadism and other sexual aberrations. 

A 23 per cent increase occurred 
in the number of arrests for ob- 
scenity in the mail during the fiscal 
year which ended June 30, 1960. 

Citizens for Decent Literature of 
Greater St. Louis took the kind 
of strong stand on obscenity and 
censorship which is being taken in 
numerous communities and encour- 
aged in others. A document pre- 
pared by Eugene P. Freeman, chief 
counsel for St. Louis CDL and As- 
sociate City Counselor there, as- 
sailed the “volume and accessibil- 
ity” of obscene literature offered to 
youth, at the same time asserting: 


“Citizens for Decent Literature is 
dedicated to the proposition that 
the most effective, indeed the only 
way, to deal with those who work 
this evil upon the community is to 
follow the letter of the law and see 
to its application only by duly con- 
stituted authority. 

“In practice this implied an ab- 
horrence of public censorship, how- 
ever well intentioned, and a strict 
reliance upon constitutional en- 
forcement of the criminal law in 
the usual and well-understood man- 
ner. All citizens have a right to 
insist upon this and are well 
grounded in their insistence both 
by civil law and human decency.” 


Bible Reading 


WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING, 

sponsored by the American Bi- 
ble Society, is receiving nation-wide 
attention in this period between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas and 
specifically on Dec, 11, Universal 
Bible Sunday. 

In 1959 Worldwide Bible Reading 
materials printed in the U.S. were 
circulated throughout the United 
States and in 35 countries overseas. 

This program was initiated un- 
knowingly by a Marine on Guadal- 
canal in 1943 who asked his family 
to read the same chapter of the 
Bible with him each day and added, 
“I will feel, somehow, we are 
united.” 

Convinced of the appeal in the 
idea of Christian fellowship through 
reading the same Bible passages 
each day, the American Bible So- 
ciety launched its annual Thanks- 
giving-to-Christmas Bible reading 
program. 

Following are the suggested read- 
ings for the remainder of December. 


11 Universal Bible 


Sunday...... We hesccaede 12:1-31 

We a cate ceica John... 3:1-21 
Weixsdcstestiia Mi aaccsias 11:1-27 
Pies asctetisede BM Se icter eves 20:1-31 
WB ci ccccecdcess Romans........ 5:1-21 
Wein cecesenaes fecfalt. ..cccccs 61:1-11 
Wt ccwdsdedacen RONBidss codecs 7:18-30; 
Matthew.. 11:25-30 

18 Sunday...... Isaioh......... 42:1-13 
Wink ceaxcaabes 1 Corinthians. ..13:1-13 
Gs cs wvaacuees’ 1 Corinthians. ..15:1-28 
Wess ti deiseai 1 Corinthians . 15:35-58 
te eccciateues 2 Corinthians. .4:7-5:10 
Bviewsvcccesecs Philippians..... 3:7-21 
Bis céiwksicces GUD vex cnccces 2:1-20 
25 Christmas. ...John........... 1:1-18 


For the last six days of the year, these 
passages are recommended: 


y Pervert Colossians...... 1:1-29 
DPisccestous ...1 Thessalonians 
4:13-5:11 
Wns tnetseoucaks Hebrews.......12:1-29 
Wess ccadenceas GARG cccccccee 1:1-27 
Wns se tesecates Revelation. 21:1-27 
Gave dccweaancus Revelation. 22:1-21 
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MOHANDAS kK. GANDHI, Indian 
spiritual leader and patriot, is hon- 
ored on this commemorative U. S. 
postage stamp to be issued Jan. 26, 
1961, marking the 13th anniversary 
of his assassination by a zealot. 


LUTHERAN BUILDING 


New YorK—For new church con- 
struction this year, the United 
Lutheran Church in America and its 
congregations will spend a record 
sum of more than $25,000,000, an 
increase of about $5,000,000 over 
1959, it was announced here. 


CHURCH WEDDINGS 


MILWAUKEE, WIS.—Milwaukee 
county’s civil court judges, who feel 
that a courtroom is not an ap- 
propriate setting for a marriage 
ceremony, are urging couples who 
apply for civil marriages to exchange 
their nuptial vows in church instead. 

Within recent weeks, Judge Le- 
ander J. Foley, Jr., calendar judge of 
the civil court here, has helped ar- 
range church weddings for 11 
couples who first asked him to 
marry them. 


AID TO NEEDY 


Buck HILL FALLs, Pa.—v. S. Prot- 
estant and Eastern Orthodox church- 
goers sent $19,075,950 worth of aid 
to the needy in 50 countries in the 
first nine months of 1960. 


This was reported here at the 
semi-annual meeting of the Board 
of Managers of Church World Serv- 
ice. CWS is the overseas relief 
arm of the National Council of 
Churches. 
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TILLICH LECTURER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Professor 
Paul Tillich of Harvard University 
has been named 1960 Faith and Free- 
dom Lecturer at The American Uni- 
versity here. 


One of America’s outstanding con- 
temporary philosophers on religion, 
Professor Tillich will deliver a series 
of three lectures at The American 
University in November, 1960. 


RACIAL BIAS 


DETROIT, MicH.—Protestant, Ro- 
man Catholic and Jewish groups 
here have joined in supporting the 
Board of Education’s decision to 
transport 314 Negro students by bus 
from two overcrowded schools to 
three under-capacity schools in all 
or predominantly white neighbor- 
hoods. 

The Protestant group said “it is 
regrettable that much of the resist- 
ance ... is based purely upon the 
race of the children to be trans- 
ported.” 


BIBLES IN AFRICA 


KAMPA, UGANDA—More than 2,- 
750,000 Gospels were distributed in 
the first 10 months of the Million 
Gospels campaign for Africa, the 
Rev. F. J. Bedford, East Africa 
Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, said here. 


“KNIGHTS” FILE SUIT 


RALEIGH, N. C.—A _ $100,000 libel 
suit has been filed by the Knights of 
Columbus in United States District 
Court here against a Farmville, N. C., 
Baptist pastor and a Eureka, N. C., 
woman, who are charged with print- 
ing and distributing a “large quan- 
tity” of pamphlets containing the 
“bogus oath” attributed to the 
Knights of Columbus. 


The Roman Catholic fraternal 
group said the oath was “calculated 
by the defendants to demean and in- 
jure” the organization and its mem- 
bers. The K of C further charged 
that Donald R. Bryan, pastor of the 
Central Baptist church in Farmville, 
and Mrs. Ruth J. Timby of Eureka, 
were “motivated and actuated by a 
spirit of actual hatred and malice 
toward members of the Roman 
Catholic Church generally and to- 
wards the Knights of Columbus.” 


PLEAS FOR PEACE 


Paris—French Protestants, Roman 
Catholics, Jews and Moslems will 
probably make a joint appeal to 
President Charles de Gaulle and the 
Algerian rebels for a truce in the 
Algerian war. 


This was indicated here with the 
announcement that Pastor Marc 
Boegner, president of the Protestant 
Federation of France, planned to 
contact leaders of other religious 
communities in Paris. 


OBSCENITY RULING 


LoNDON—D. H. Lawrence’s Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover, was ruled not 
obscene by the Criminal Court here, 
and thus found fit for publication 
in Britain. 

A jury of nine men and three 
women cleared Penguin Books, Ltd., 
from the criminal action it had 
been charged with under Britain’s 
new obscenity law. The firm was on 
trial for issuing the unexpurgated 
version of the book. 


S. BAPTIST EDUCATION 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—Enrollment of 
full-time students at 71 Southern 
Baptist educational institutions 
reached a total of 52,494 this fall, 
an increase of 2,333 over a year ago. 


However, registration at the de- 
nomination’s six seminaries dropped 
by 206 to 4,850 in 1960. 
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TRUE D. MORSE (right), Under 
Secretary of Agriculture, and a 
member of National City Christian 
Church, receives the annual layman’s 
award of the Washington Church- 
men’s Committee of Fifty from Dr. 
Theodore Palmquist (left), minister 
of Foundry Methodist church. At 
center is Dr. Frederick E. Reissig, 
retiring executive secretary of the 
National Capital Area Council of 
Churches. Scene was the sixth an- 
nual Churchmen’s Fellowship Dinner. 
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Backs Integration, 
Assails Boycotts 


OKLAHOMA CiITy, OKLA.—Support 
of integration of white and Negro 
races in eating places was voiced 
here by Methodist Bishop W. Angie 
Smith of Oklahoma City, but he 
objected to Negro boycott activities. 

The statement was one of five 
released by the Governor’s Commit- 
tee on Human Relations, which has 
called for an end to racial discrim- 
ination in Oklahoma’s public eat- 
ing places. 

Statements supporting the com- 
mittee’s position came from North- 
west Christian Church, Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, the Commission 
on Christian Social Concerns of St. 
Luke’s Methodist Church and Beth- 
any-Creston Hills United Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

These statements were in addition 
to endorsements by Roman Catholic, 
Jewish and Protestant church groups 
made public earlier. 

“The position of The Methodist 
Church is crystal clear by its official 
action of favoring integration in the 
different aspects of life,” said Bishop 
Smith’s statement. “I believe that 
public eating places should be in- 
tegrated and do not believe it will 
interfere with the normal business 
activities.” 


The bishop took issue, however, 
with the boycott attempts of Negroes 
against downtown stores in their 
struggle to gain admittance to eat- 
ing places. 


“At the same time,” Bishop Smith 
said, “I deplore the boycott practices 
which cause the innocent to suffer 
and be handicapped where they are 
not involved in any way in this 
disputed matter. I believe this to 
be as great an injustice as segrega- 
tion is.” 


10,000 Refugees Are 
Resettled in 9 Months 


Buck HILL FALts, PA.—The World 
Council of Churches resettled nearly 
10,000 refugees in the first nine 
months of 1960, it was reported 
here at a meeting of the Admin- 
istrative committee of the Council’s 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees. 

Of the total, the U. S. received 
5,301—more than any other country 
—through Church World Service, 
overseas relief arm of the National 
Council of Churches. Some 4,000 
of those entering the U. S. are Dutch 
ethnic refugees from Indonesia who 
have been living in the Netherlands 
for the past few years. 

Dr. Edgar H. S. Chandler of 
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Geneva, director of the Council’s 
Service to Refugees, predicted that 
the WCC would resettle 14,000 
refugees in 1961. 

Dr. Chandler, who leaves his WCC 
post at the end of this year to be- 
come executive vice-president of the 
Federation of Churches of Greater 
Chicago, noted that the Council also 
has resettled 15,000 White Russian 
refugees formerly living in China. 

Among unsolved refugee prob- 
lems, he cited the 1,000,000 Arab 
refugees from Israel in the Near 
East, displaced persons and refugees 
from Eastern Europe, more than 
1,000,000 Chinese in Hong Kong, and 
the new refugees being created by 
political disturbances in Africa. 


World Council Has 
Big Exchange Program 


Buck HILL FALLS, PA.—The inter- 
national scholarship exchange pro- 
gram conducted by the World Coun- 
cil of Churches will be expanded to 
include professional and technical 
scholarships for Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America. 

For the first time scholarships for 
lay men and women will be pro- 
vided. 

The administrative committee of 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World 
Council meeting at Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa., endorsed proposals which will 
enable the group to help students 
in programs other than the theolog- 
ical training. 

At the same time it voted to ex- 
pand its theological training pro- 
gram to include lay men and women. 

The purpose of the scholarship 
program is to strengthen the church- 
es and to increase their consciousness 
of the need for Christian unity. 
Under the program 1,600 students 
have studied abroad in seminaries 
of denominations other than their 
own. 

During the current academic year 
133 students hold scholarships. 


Jerusalem Visits 


JERUSALEM—Some_ 10,000 Israeli 
Christians have applied to the 
government for permission to make 
the annual pilgrimage to Bethlehem 
on one of the three days that are 
celebrated here as Christmas. 

Western Christians observe Christ- 
mas on Dec. 25, Orientals on Jan. 
6, and Armenians on Jan. 18. 

According to the government, 
only 3,000 permits will be granted, 
with priority going to clergymen and 
nuns, persons making their first 
pilgrimage, religious choirs and 
elderly people. 


The Church at Large 
Two Appointments 


World Council Staff 


GENEvA—The World Council of 
Churches has announced the ap- 
pointment of two new staff persons 
—one to the staff of its Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees and one to the staff of its 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near 
Geneva. 


Named as assistant director of the 
Ecumenical Institute has been Henry 
Makulu of Northern Rhodesia, an 
outstanding Christian layman with 
special training in sociology. Mr. 
Makulu is the first African named 
to the staff. 


Walter S. Kilpatrick, represent- 
ative in Greece for Church World 
Service (USA) for the past four 
years, has been named secretary for 
refugees and director of refugee 
services in the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service of Refugees. 

A U. S. citizen, Mr. Kilpatrick has 
been working in Europe since 1948. 
Before taking the CWS post in 
Athens, he was for eight years 
(1948-1956) senior representative in 
Germany and Austria for the YMCA 
and YWCA. Earlier he worked with 
the YMCA aid to war prisoners pro- 
gram. 


More Arrests for 
Obscenity in Mails 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A 23 per cent 
increase occurred in the number of 
arrests for obscenity in the mails 
during the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, 1960, the annual report of 
the Chief Postal Inspector disclosed 
here. 


Inspector David H. Stephens re- 
ported that his agents, aided by 
local police and FBI agents, had 
made 9,113 arrests for violation of 
fraud and mailability laws in the 
last 12 months. An even sharper 
increase—33 per cent—occurred in 
the number of arrests for using the 
mails to defraud, he reported. 

There also was a large volume of 
arrests for operating lottery schemes 
by mail. 

Sharp crackdowns also have oc- 
cured against those accused of pan- 
dering to homosexual tastes. Henry 
Hoyt Sauer of New York, publisher 
of the magazine Male Today, has 
been arrested and charged with mail- 
ing pornographic material and also 
is being prosecuted under New York 
state law for operating a photo 
studio allegedly engaged in produc- 
ing it. 
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by 
Etatie Derendinger 


HE kitchen was warm and 

friendly and mother was fry- 
ing pipe doughnuts. That sounds 
funny, but she always cut them 
in strips, since the time my small 
brother dropped a length of 
dough in the grease when she 
wasn’t looking, then called it his 
“pipe.”” Mother thought that was 
cute, and besides, it was time- 
saving that way. 

I had finished filling the wood- 
box and sat on the stool we had 
made from the high chair. Icy 
wind rattled the windows, and the 
sky spit snow. On the table was 
the Christmas catalog, and, like 
most ten-year-olds, I was think- 
ing of gifts, now that Thanks- 
giving was only a memory. 

Even now, to children accus- 
tomed to toys in every store, the 
gift-book is special. But to a 
farm girl in the 30’s it was a pre- 
view of paradise! 
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The book automatically opened 
to “my page” and the display of 
fur bedroom slippers in “candy 
colors.” I hadn’t seen fur slip- 
pers and had never owned a pair 
of any kind. Of all the items 
in that book, I wanted blue fur 
slippers most. 

They were made of Lamb’s 
wool, “tickly-warm.” With these 
slippers between me and our cold 
floors, I wouldn’t have to run 
from my unheated room to the 
stove. 

I didn’t believe in Santa any 
more, but I persuaded myself he 
did have something to do with 
delivering gifts, though parents 
paid for them. It was more fun 
to believe. I wasn’t above poking 
around the closet to get a hint of 
what was to come; in fact, I had 
decided to look in the closet to- 
day while mother was outdoors! 
I knew an order had come—lI’d 


Art by Bartig 


seen wrapping-paper in the wood 
box! 

Mother said the doughnuts 
were cool enough, so I took sev- 
eral and stood by the open oven 
door, watching the doughnuts 
dance and thinking how I would 
remove my shoes every night 
and slip the slippers on. With the 
robe my sister had made me 
from flowered feed-bags, I would 
be almost glamorous! 

“Do you think Ill get fur 
slippers, Mother?” I asked. 

Mother lifted doughnuts out of 
the pan, laid them on papers, and 
remarked, “It will be nice, but 
it’s best not to set your heart 
on one thing. Then you aren’t 
so disappointed if you don’t get 
at” 

“You mean like the lavalier?” I 
asked. 

“Yes, that’s what I was think- 
ing about,” she replied. 
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“Mother,” I begged, “please 
tell me about it.” I loved to hear 
the story of the lavalier mother 
had longed for, though I had 
heard it often. It was sad, but 
things turned out all right in the 
end. 


“Well, a long time ago,” she 
began, “I saw the lavalier in the 
window of our jewelry store. It 
was expensive, even then, but I 
wanted it so, it never occurred 
to me I might not get it. 

“It was the prettiest thing I’d 
ever seen; the lavalier was gold 
wire woven into an oval, a rosy 
pearl flower in the center, two 
thin gold leaves and a gold chain 
—in a leather case. I talked of 
it often before Christmas. I 
planned to wear it with my pink 
blouse, velvet skirt, and high- 
button shoes! 


“One day, while the family 
was hulling walnuts, I decided 
to peek at the gifts I knew were 
on top of the china closet. And 
I was glad I peeked, though I was 
disappointed, because I was pre- 
pared to pretend the gift I found 
was what I wanted!” 

“What did you find?” I urged. 

“T found a box,” she continued, 
“and when I saw it under Julie’s 
gloves, I thought they just hadn’t 
bought the leather case, but that 
was all right. When I opened the 
box, I found, not a dainty lav- 
alier, but a blue locket! It was 
made from something like our 
blue crock, and it had a silver 
edge and chain.” 


“I stood on the chair so long 
I was suddenly faint; I was up 
high and heat rises. I sat down 
and tried to tell myself it was a 
mistake and was meant for 
Martha—but I knew better. She 
wanted books. So, on Christmas 
Eve, when we opened our gifts 
after church, I pretended it was 
what I wanted. But even now, 
I don’t care for blue!” 

“But you got a lavalier later,” 
I added. 

“Yes, Daddy knew I just pre- 
tended to like the locket. So 
he got me one when I graduated 
from school later on. When I got 
it, I loved it so much that I still 
have it.” 
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I sighed, thinking the tale was 
vastly romantic. 

Mother finished the doughnuts, 
and I slipped from the stool. 
“Oh,” I exclaimed, “I almost for- 
got to mark off today!” 


Rushing to the calendar on the 
pantry door, I marked an X over 
today, hardly glancing at the list 
of expenses on the margin. I 
didn’t see that the list was longer 
this month, and unrelated to 
Christmas. 

“Imagine,” I said, “twenty days 
until Christmas. Will we have 
lepp cookies?” 

“Yes,”’ mother replied. “Grand- 
ma is sending molasses. That 
reminds me! We'll need eggs, and 
I’d better gather them.” She 
warned me not to eat another 
doughnut before supper and 
wrapped up good in her old brown 
coat before going out. 


I immediately snatched an- 


other doughnut and flew to 
mother’s closet. I felt full of 
mystery. I knew she would be 


gone for ages. Besides the eggs, 
she’d fill the coal-oil can for 
lamps, and today she’d milk, be- 
cause Daddy was helping Grandpa 
saw wood and wouldn’t be home 
till late. My sister and brother 
were with him. 

Pushing clothing aside, I knelt 
in the closet and lifted things 
from shelves; piano rolls, photo- 
graphs, and a green sack con- 
taining the long reddish braids 
from Mother’s first haircut. 

Soon I discovered several pack- 
ages and a shoe-box. I could 
hear my heart as I savored the 
joy of anticipation. I lifted the 
lid, and leaned abruptly against 
the wall. The box contained 
brown slippers made to resemble 
Indian moccasins, and lined with 
ugly, purple plaid; and just my 
size! 

It seemed I sat ‘on the cold 
floor for hours with the mocca- 
sins. I rubbed the toe of one— 
it wasn’t soft, but like rough wool 
pants. Then I had an idea. There 
was a cousin my age, and I con- 
sidered this. 

The trouble was we didn’t ex- 
change gifts with any relatives 


but grandparents. So they were 
mine. I couldn’t understand how 
Mother had made such a mistake. 
I wanted to cry—tears were 
there, pushing at my eyes as I 
replaced the moccasins. Could 
they have run out of fur slippers? 
No. There was another reason. 

I warmed my fingers and held 
my feet in the oven. I noticed 
the .calendar, and like magic I 
was drawn to it and began to 
read the penciled list. 

Mother didn’t write plainly, 
but it wasn’t hard to figure out; 
groceries, coal-oil, church dues, 
the vet for the cow, and the last 
payment on my sister’s coat. I 
knew something must have hap- 
pened or these would have been 
paid. Maybe the crops hadn’t been 
good. Maybe somebody had been 
doctoring. I didn’t know. There 
was a figure at the bottom, and 
I knew this was for gifts. It 
wasn’t much! 

Now I saw why I wasn’t getting 
the slippers; they cost more than 
moccasins. I felt sad and yet 
relieved that I knew; I could pre- 
tend I had changed my mind. 


Suddenly a thought occurred 
to me; my wish for fur slippers 
was like Mother’s lavalier. Some 
day I could tell my daughter the 
tale of the slippers! I could still 
get them sometime in the future 
and love them the more for hav- 
ing waited. 

Mother was coming now, carry- 
ing the milk. I felt strange in- 
side because she looked so small 
and tired. 


I took the catalog from the 
table. It automatically fell open, 
but I didn’t glance at the fur 
slippers; I searched for brown 
moccasins with plaid linings. 
They were inexpensive, and ‘“dur- 
able.” I stood by the window and 
waited. 

After Mother had taken off her 
coat and stood straining the milk 
into a crock, I remarked casually, 
“Mother, if for some reason I 
can’t have fur slippers for Christ- 
mas, I think these moccasins are 
nice. I wouldn’t mind getting 
them—” 

And suddenly I didn’t really 
mind at all! 
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The Greatest Servant 


= “Where the Scriptures Speak .. 2) by the Editor 
& 


Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11; 
Matthew 11:27-30. 


HEN Jesus preached at 

Nazareth he read from 
Isaiah 61 as the scriptural basis 
of his sermon. (Luke 4:16-20.) 
The chief point of our lesson to- 
day is to understand the relation- 
ship between these two texts and 
why Jesus used the Isaiah pas- 
sage. 

This passage from Isaiah is 
poetry, as usual. It could easily 
be sung and although it sounds 
as if it is a straightforward 
statement of Isaiah himself, it is 
not difficult for us to attribute 
the description to someone be- 
sides Isaiah. We have to remem- 
ber that people read this for six 
centuries before Jesus made use 
of the text and applied it to him- 
self. It is easy for us to see now 
how well the Isaiah passage 
serves as a proclamation of things 
to come, through Jesus Christ. 

Let us look back at some of the 
beautiful passages and comment 
upon them for their own sake. 
Notice first, the phrase “the 
Spirit of the Lord Gop.” The 
word “Spirit” is a proper noun 
not simply an adjective. It would 
be interesting to know whether 
this idea influenced the develop- 
ment of the idea of the Holy 
Spirit in the New Testament. At 
least it indicates the feeling on 
the part of Isaiah that he is not 
speaking simply his own ideas. 
The Lord has “anointed” him to 
say and to do certain things. 

The social justice is similar to 
that of many of the prophets. 
The “good tidings” will come to 
the afflicted and the wounds of 
the brokenhearted will be bound 
up. Liberty will come to the 
captives. 

Since all of this is poetic 
language, we do not suppose that 
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this is either a foretelling or a 
command that all law breakers 
should be turned loose to wander 
about the land. It is rather 
symbolic of the fact that all peo- 
ple are in bondage until they 
have the freedom which the Mes- 
siah brings to them. This is 
why it is so easy for us to see in 
Jesus Christ the fulfillment of the 
promises in Isaiah. 

Those who mourn will be com- 
forted. (Verse 3.) Every phrase 
is full of imaginative expression. 
For example, the persons who 
receive the strength of the Lord 
will be called “oaks of righteous- 
ness.” In most of the woodlands 


with which I am acquainted, the 
oak trees are becoming scarce. 
It is always a joy to see one 
standing in the midst of faster 
growing but weaker trees. To 
be like the oak is to be firm, a 
long-living testimony to good in- 
ner resources. 

The last two verses of the 
Isaiah passage continue to use 
new figures of speech in every 
line, all designed to portray a 
glorious age when the evils of 
this life will be overcome. The 
first part of the chapter sounds 
more like the prophet proclaim- 
ing what he has to say to the 
other people. These last verses 
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The Scripture 


Isaiah 61:1-3 
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is 


upon me, : 

because the LORD has anointed 
me . . 

to bring good tidings to the af- 
- flicted; 

he has sent me to bind up the 


brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
and the opening of the prison | 


_ to those who are bound; 

2 to proclaim the year of the 
LORD’S favor, 
and the day of vengeance of 
our God; 


that they may be called oaks of 
oe ae 
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find the prophet rejoicing in his 
own salvation, if we may use that 
word, through the grace of God. 
The picture is that of the bride 
and the bridegroom, adorned for 
their wedding. The “garments 
of salvation” are pictured as be- 
ing beautiful and elaborate. Of 
course, the prophet is not really 
talking about the clothes at all. 
He is talking about the beautiful 
experience of the life which God 
is going to provide for people. 
The last figure of speech is 
just as_ descriptive. Things 
planted in a garden “spring up” 
and grow. This is the way 
righteousness and praise are go- 
ing to develop among the nations. 
One may look in vain for any 
great evidence of such praise to 
God in our generation or in any 
other, but he cannot deny the 
beautiful possibility which Isaiah 


pictures here. 

As we said earlier, when Jesus 
preached in Galilee, he read from 
this passage in Isaiah. Luke 
says that when he had finished 
and sat down “the eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed on him. 
And he began to say to them, 
‘today this scripture has been ful- 
filled in your hearing.’” (Luke 
4:20-21). Jesus proclaimed that 
the promises made by Isaiah 
centuries before were now ful- 
filled by God through himself. 

In our own text today we have 
four verses from Matthew which 
have some of the phrases in 
them from Isaiah. Jesus also 
promises to give rest to those 
who labor and are heavy laden. 
I don’t suppose this means sim- 
ply those who labor hard phys- 
ically. It means all those who 
have burdens that they ought not 


Meaning for Today 


HOSE Americans who have 

been to Jerusalem are im- 
pressed by the smallness of the 
donkeys. It is almost comical 
to see a grown man astride one 
of these diminutive beasts of 
burden. He is almost forced to 
hold up his legs to keep them 
from dragging the ground. The 
rider usually appears to be larger 
than the donkey on which he 
rides. 

It must have been quite a shock 
to the Jews of Jesus’ time to see 
him riding into the city on such 
an animal. Surely, a Messiah who 
would meet their expectations 
would make a triumphal entry 
on the steed of a warrior with all 
of the appropriate “pomp and 
circumstance.” Instead, many of 
them were frustrated in behold- 
ing the supposed Messiah riding 
on such a humble animal. 
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by Wayne H. Bell 


While it is true that many in 
Israel anticipated a Messiah who 
would restore Israel to its former 
glory in the circle of nations, 
there were some who had a finer 
vision of the one who was to 
come. 

Our lesson for today deals 
with a passage from Isaiah 61 
which portrays the spirit of a 
servant. It expresses the at- 
titude of the “servant” poems in 
Isaiah. One cannot help but feel 
that here the “servant” is speak- 
ing. This passage will always 
have distinctive meaning for 
Christians because Jesus began 
his ministry by reading it in the 
synagogue. (Luke 4:16-20.) To 
this passage he added the state- 
ment, “Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
In the deepest sense of the word, 
Jesus is the fulfillment of the 


to have to bear. 

The expression about the yoke 
is a common one. The ox yoke 
was a burden because it tamed 
and held the oxen. On the other 
hand, it was a useful tool to help 
the oxen do their work. Some 
think that the yoke which is 
“easy” is being contrasted by 
Jesus with the Old Testament 
law in which they lived as being 
a “hard” yoke. 

Today there is an organization, 
composed largely of laymen, I 
believe, called the Yokefellows. 
This organization and its symbol 
stresses the need for Christians 
to be yoked together with Christ 
to do his work and to receive his 
blessing. To those who love and 
understand Jesus Christ, his 
burden is indeed light. It is a 
privilege, not simply an obliga- 
tion, to serve him. 


messianic expectation of a ser- 
vant. 

His ministry was characterized 
by compassion and service. He 
loved people and tried to meet 
their need. By word and by deed 
he communicated God’s love. His 
daily routine of service was 
climaxed by his suffering and 
death on the cross. His victory 
through service and sacrifice have 
set the pattern for us today. 

His service was rooted in love, 
not in religious legalism. Such 
service is a heavy responsibility 
but when it is rooted in faith and 
love it is not as heavy as the 
resented responsibilities which 
are forced upon us. 

The yoke of Jesus is faith and 
purpose. His faith was in God. 
His purpose to serve God and his 
fellowmen. To live life without 
a yoke of faith and love is as 
overburdening and strangling as 
expecting a horse to pull a heavy 
load with a rope around his neck, 
instead of placing him in a well- 
fitted harness. 

It is consecration and commit- 
ment which make the burdens of 
the Christian life light. The 
peace and rest of a Christian 
come in work, not from irrespon- 
sible living. 
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“Jesus Faith in Men” 


UCH has been said about Jesus’ 


faith in God. It is the founda- 
tion on which the Christian religion 
is built. 


Comparatively little has been said 
about Jesus’ faith in men, though 
that is also important and is some- 
times more difficult to maintain. 
This is more likely to be a problem 
which causes a person to consult 
his pastor. At times it is hard to 
keep our faith in men. One man 
said, “The more I see of people, 
the better I like my dog.” He had 
lost his faith in people. 


Jesus’ faith in man is revealed 
not only by his teaching but by 
his actions. It is evidenced by the 
fact that he gave them great and 
important tasks to do. Walking by 
the Sea of Galilee and seeing two 
fishermen mending their nets, he 
said to them, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Walking 
by the place of toll he saw Matthew, 
the tax collector, and he said, “Fol- 
low me,” and Matthew followed him. 
As has frequently been pointed out, 
these were ordinary people in the 
main. No one else had ever noticed 
them before, that is, no one had ever 
thought of them as having qualities 
of greatness. No one else had every 
given them major responsibilities, 
but Jesus had faith in them. It is 
true that they made mistakes; they 
often fell short of the ideal; never- 
theless, they were true to the faith 
and the trust that had been placed 
in them. 

It puts a totally different perspec- 
tive on the whole task of church- 
work and any other form of hu- 
man service. It is not something 
that we do because we have to. 
This is something about which God 
himself is concerned and he has 
faith in us that we can share in it. 

Jesus’ faith in man is also re- 
vealed in his relationship with in- 
dividuals, especially those who had 
made mistakes or who had done 
wrong. 

One of the very dramatic in- 
cidents is the occasion when Jesus 
confronted a crowd who had seized 
a woman who was guilty of violat- 
ing one of the moral laws. It was 
a law that was punishable by death 
and in that day the method was to 
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drag the accused outside the city 
walls and stone her to death. 


A mob can be a pretty fearsome 
thing, especially a lynching mob. 
He bent down and wrote in the sand 
and said, “Let him who is without 
sin among you be the first to throw 
a stone at her.” One by one the 
crowd disappeared. Then Jesus 
turned to the woman, “Has no one 
condemned you?” She said, “No one, 
Lord.” Then Jesus said, “Neither 
do I condemn you; go, and do not 
sin again.” This incident reveals 
many things. It reveals Jesus’ 
courage. It reveals his compassion 
and forgiveness, but, from the point 
of view of our thought here, it also 
reveals his faith in her. When he 
said, “Go, and do not sin again,” 
he believed that she could live a 
new and better life. 


One day when a crowd had 
gathered to see and to hear Jesus, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus 
who was small of stature, and so he 
climbed up into a tree so that he 
could see. Jesus noticed him there 
and suggested that he come down; 
in fact, he said that he would go 
home with him. All of this would 
have been all right except that 
Zacchaeus was a man noted for 
his selfishness, his hardness, in fact, 
for his dishonesty. The rest of the 
story is well known. Under the in- 





fluence of Jesus, Zacchaeus righted 
his wrongs and gained a new out- 
look. 


The point of the story is this: 
Jesus believed in him; no one else 
did. They all thought that he was 
a hard, selfish and cruel man who 
had no possibilities for good. But 
Jesus had faith that there were 
other elements in his character if 
they could just: be reached. 


No one was ever more conscious 
of men’s weaknesses and sins than 
Jesus, yet he always looked beneath 
the uncouth exterior and saw their 
possibilities. 

One of the problems of a subject 
like this is that we are dealing with 
material that we have heard before. 
These stories have the danger of 
becoming too familiar. If you could 
put yourself in the attitude that you 
have never heard these stories be- 
fore, that for the first time in your 
life you are hearing about Jesus’ 
relationship to Zacchaeus, Peter, 
James and John—these ordinary, 
limited people—if we could put our- 
selves in that frame of mind, we 
might be callenged by the signifi- 
cance of them. Then we might 
grasp the fact that these are not 
just stories; they represent an eter- 
nal truth. 

We, too, have our weaknesses; 
we, too, are encrusted with habit; 
we, too, have made our mistakes, 
but we, too, have possibilities; we, 
too, have a contribution we can 
make. Jesus’ faith in men assures 
us that this is so. 

Jesus’ faith in man is not faith in 
man alone. His faith in man and 
his faith in God are one and the 
same thing. He believed that men 
achieved such things because God 
himself was concerned and God him- 
self would strengthen and sustain 
those who put their trust in Him. 


CHRISTMAS TINSEL 


We hang our tinsel on a dying tree, 

With passing merriment of gift and song; 

But through one tall black window we may see 
That patterned tinsel of the sky and long 


Enduring spaces of the lighted air, 


Where Christmas crystals do not hang but turn 
In endless reaches of white purpose there; 
We see the glitter of old suns that burn. 


One Star of Bethlehem is far too small 
A symbol to explain the Prince of Peace, 
For God knows why the universes fall 
And why the everlasting songs increase. 
We hang our tinsel on a Christmas tree, 
Then sing bright songs of our eternity. 


—by Manfred A. Carter 


THE CHRISTIAN 











Fé x wéS of the Brotherhood 





New Staff Member for 
International Convention 


J. C. Suggs Named 
Interpretation Chief 


INDIANAPOLIS—J ames C. Suggs, 
director of public relations for 
Texas Christian Churches, has been 
appointed director of interpretation 
for Christian Churches. 

Announcement was made Dec. 1 
that Mr. Suggs will assume duties 
as head of the Office of Interpreta- 
tion of Christian Churches Feb. 1. 

Gaines M. Cook, in making the 
announcement, said that the Office 
of Interpretation is the new title 
for the International Convention’s 
department of public relations, 
which was formed in 1954. Dr. 
Cook said the title change is made 
to conform to new responsibilities. 

Mr. Suggs is an ordained min- 
ister of the Christian Churches and 
is a graduate of Brite College of 
the Bible and Texas Christian Uni- 
versity. He received his B.D. de- 
gree from the former school in 1957. 
He graduated from TCU, summa 
cum laude, with a degree in Jour- 
nalism in 1954. 

For the past three years he has 
served the Texas Christian Churches 
directing public relations activities 
and editing the Christian Courier, 
state newspaper of those churches. 
While at TCU and Brite College he 
served First Christian Church, 
Corsicana, Tex., and later First 
Christian Church at Montalba. 

The Suggs family, which includes 
Mrs. Suggs (the former Lynell 
Burgess) and daughter Laura Gail, 
will live in Indianapolis. 





Jimmy Suggs: heads interpretation 
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Disciples Gather for 
West Coast Meetings 


INDIANAPOLIS—Two gatherings for 
churchmen preceded the Triennial 
meeting of the National Council of 
Churches on the West’ Coast in 
December. 

One is an all-California rally of 
men from the Christian Churches 
(Disciples) at the First Christian 
Church of Oakland, Calif., on Dec. 
2. William H. McKinney, executive 
secretary of men’s work, The United 
Christian Missionary Society, will 
speak. 

The second is an interdenomina- 
tional gathering, known as_ the 
Christian Men’s Assembly. It was 
held Dec. 3, and Dec. 4, at the St. 
Francis Hotel in San Francisco. 

Dr. McKinney and A. Dale Fiers, 
president of the United Society, will 
be symposium leaders at the assem- 
bly, along with another Disciple, 
Roy G. Ross, general secretary of 
the National Council. 

Two principal addresses are sched- 
uled at the Christian Men’s Assem- 
bly: one on “Christian Values and 
Public Responsibility,” by the Hon. 
Brooks Hays, director of the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority and former 
Congressman from Arkansas; and 
another on “Commitment Through 
Vocation,” by Dr. Billy Graham. 
On Sunday night a sermon will be 
presented by Edwin T. Dahlberg, 
president of the National Council 
and minister of the Delmar Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, Mo, 


St. Paul Church Observes 
78th Anniversary Oct. 19 


St. PAuL, MINN.—First Christian 
Church here celebrated the 78th an- 
niversary of the congregation Oct. 
19. 

The church records and archives, 
which were on display, were dedi- 
cated in a service conducted by the 
pastor, C. W. Hautzenrader. 

The program, “It Could Be You,” 
was presented by Mrs. E. R. Larson, 
church historian, in which a num- 
ber of members were “spotlighted” 
for their various activities and serv- 
ices to the church. 

Mrs. R. B. Tilden was presented 
with an inscribed plate commemo- 
rating her 40th year of service as 
a member of the choir. 





@ Resigns St. Louis Church 


W. K. Fox Named to 


Federation Position 


St. Louis—William K. Fox, for 
ten years minister of Centennial 
Christian Church here, has resigned, 
effective Feb. 1 
and will join the 
staff of the 
Church  Federa- 
tion of Greater 
Indianapolis as 
director of spe- 
cial studies. 


Mr. Fox, presi- 
dent of the Na- 
tional Christian 
Missionary Con- 
vention, 
announced that 
he will be an assistant in research and 
planning as a part of a program of 
Christian Theological Seminary and 
that he will complete M.A. studies 
there. 

During his St. Louis ministry he 
has served as vice-president of the 
Disciples Ministers’ Council, president 
of the Ministerial Alliance of 
Greater St. Louis and as vice-presi- 
dent of the Missouri Christian Mis- 
sionary Convention. 


He has also served as a member 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society’s board of managers and as 
a member of the Home and State 
Missions Planning Council. 

Formerly editor of the Christian 
Plea (1953-1956), he has_ been 
a consulting editor of The Christian 
since April 1, 1956. 


W. K. Fox 


World Mission Fair Held 
At E. 49th St. Church 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—East 49th 
Street Christian Church held its 
first annual World Mission Fair 
here on Oct. 16. 

Speakers for the day included: 
A. Dale Fiers, president of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
F. Olin Stockwell, one of the last 
Protestant missionaries to leave 
Red China after 23 months’ im- 
prisonment; and Lloyd Sanders of 
the Brazil Christian Mission. 

The World Vision film, “A Cry in 
the Night,” was also shown. Thirty- 
two display booths featured the 
work of missionaries around the 
world. 

Russell F. Blowers is minister of 
the church. 
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Brotherhood News 


Disciple Chief for 
Manhattan Council 


Austin McRaven Warner, who for 
the past two years has been on the 
staff of the Protestant Council of 
New York City, has been named 
executive secretary of the Council’s 
Manhattan Division. 

He succeeds Carl Vinton Herron 
who has retired. 

A native of Abilene, Texas, Mr. 
Warner served as an artillery offi- 
cer in the European Theater of Op- 
erations during World War II. He 
holds the B.A. and B.D. degrees 
from Texas Christian University and 
a B.Mus. degree from the American 
Conservatory of Music, Chicago. 

The United Christian Missionary 
Society (Disciples of Christ) com- 
missioned and sent Mr. Warner as 
a missionary to Japan, where he 
served with the United Church of 
Christ from 1951 to 1956. He had 
earlier served as minister of Chris- 
tian education in the Oak Cliff 
Christian Church, Dallas, Texas. 

Before joining the Council staff 
he had been a researcher in the 
Missionary Research Library of 
Union Theological Seminary. 

He is married to the former Mar- 
garet Lucille Brown. They have 
four children. 


Disciples Are Assigned 
To Northern Rhodesia 


INDIANAPOLIS—Mr,. and Mrs. 
George W. Behler, missionaries of 
the Christian Churches, have been 


assigned to Mindolo Ecumenical 
Center at Kitwe, Northern Rho- 
desia. 


Because of their historic concern 
both with the African continent and 
with Christian unity, the Christian 
Churches have since 1959 been giv- 
ing financial aid to this unusual 
ecumenical training center in the 
heart of Africa and now send per- 
sonnel. 


Gifts from the Christian Churches 
through the Week of Compassion 
have done much to help in the de- 
velopment of the center. 


Peter Mathews, executive secre- 
tary of the Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation, was in Indianapolis this 
past fall during a visit to the United 
States to consult with leaders of 
several communions which have 
shown interest in the inter-church 
venture. Mr. Mathews told of the 
rapid development of the center and 
of the growing world interest in 
the program which is emerging. 

The Mindolo Center grew out of 
the old United Mission to the Cop- 
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perbelt, which closed its work in 
1955. In 1958 it was felt that an 
independent foundation for ecu- 
menical work and witness on a 
broader basis was needed and, as 
a result, the Mindolo Ecumenical 
Center was set up. 


The World Council of Churches 
adopted the project and listed it as 
an ecumenical project worthy of 
support from the churches through- 
out the world. 


Disciple Appointed at 
Yakima Indian Mission 


WHITE SWAN, WASH.—Edgar Fox, 
the new business manager of Yak- 
ima Indian Christian Mission, White 
Swan, Washington, has _ initiated 
the new year for the Mission’s 4-H 
Club. 


The “Mountaineers” is basically 
made up of boys who are interested 
in animal and farming projects. 


Projects ranging from rabbits to 
a Husky dog have been selected by 
10 Indian lads. 


One of the important services of 
the Mission’s farm is that of pro- 
viding young Indian people a fa- 
cility to participate in FFA and 4-H 
projects. Many of the Indian young 
people will inherit farm land, and 
they need to be helped to become 
good Christian stewards of the land 
that some day will be their own. 


Jamaican Churches Ask 
For Evangelistic Help 


KINGSTON, JAMAICA—The Chris- 
tian Churches of Jamaica have is- 
sued a call to American ministers 
to help in an evangelistic campaign 
on that island during January and 
February, 1961. 


Altogether, eight men will be 
needed to give two weeks each to 
intensive training, calling and evan- 
gelistic preaching. They are being 
asked to come, two at a time, every 
two weeks, for the eight weeks in- 
volved. 


The churches of Jamaica will pro- 
vide hospitality for the guest evan- 
gelists. They are asking the Ameri- 
can churches where the ministers 
serve to assume the travel expenses 
to and from the island. 


Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward of the De- 
partment of Latin America, and 
Donald M. Salmon of the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism, of The United 
Christian Missionary Society, are 
responsible for enlisting the Ameri- 
can ministers who will serve in this 
campaign. 








Mrs. Will Sessions 


Heads Ministers’ Wives 


St. Louis—(Special) Mrs. Will Ses- 
sions, wife of the minister of In- 
dependence Boulevard Christian 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., is the 
newly elected president of the In- 
ternational Council of Ministers’ 
Wives of the Christian Churches. 


She was elected at a meeting of 
the Ministers’ Wives in Louisville, 
Ky., at the time of the 1960 Inter- 
national Convention Assembly in 
October. 


The other officers are: Mrs. Roger 
T. Nooe, wife of the minister ecu- 
menical of Vine Street Christian 
Church, Nashville, Tenn., vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs. Leonard Boynton of 
Tampa, Fla., secretary; and Mrs. 
Allan W. Lee of Seattle, Wash., 
treasurer. 


J. M. Flanagan Elected 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—James M. Flana- 
gan, associate editor of THE CHRIS- 
TIAN, St. Louis, was elected presi- 
dent of the Drake University Di- 
vinity School Alumni Association at 
a meeting here. 

Also elected were: Wendell Pew, 
pastor of Country Club Hills 
Church, Chicago, vice-president; 
and’ Frazer A. Thomason, minister 
of Wakonda Christian Church, Des 
Moines, secretary. 


Help Fight TB 
Use Christmas Seals 





We invite all who are interested in explor- 
ing the real Europe, in becoming familiar 
with the peoples and customs, with the 
Christian way of life of the Continent, and 
in travelling intelligently, at a cost that makes 
sense—to join our annual 48-day 


EUROPEAN 
STUDY TOUR 
$1,188 


Sail from New York July 14 on the magnifi- 
cent s/s NIEUW AMSTERDAM and_ tour 
England, Holland, Belgium, Germany, Austria, 
Italy, Switzerland and France in the door-to- 
door comfort of a privately chartered arm- 
chair Pullman motor coach (Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway optional at small added cost); 
stop at excellent hotels, sample delicious 
foods, enjoy a wonderful vacation with 
friends, old and new. 

For fully illustrated brochure write now to 
Professor Earl D. McKenzie 
BETHANY COLLEGE 
(Founded by Alexander Campbell) 
BETHANY, West Virginia 
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$1,000,000 Given 
By Theodore Beasley 


DALLAS, TEXAS—Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore P. Beasley, members of 
East Dallas Christian Church in 
Dallas, will give securities worth 
$1,000,000 to five Christian institu- 
tions during the next five years. 

Mr. Beasley, president of the Re- 
public National Life Insurance Co., 
has been active for many years in 
the enterprises that will benefit 
from the grants—the church, higher 
education and the YMCA. 

It was reported earlier in The 
Christian that Texas Christian Uni- 
versity’s Brite College of the Bible 
and East Dallas Christian Church 
each will receive $250,000 for spe- 
cific uses. 

Another $250,000 will go to the 
current capital funds campaign of 
the Dallas YMCA. 

George Williams College in Chi- 
cago, Ill., which trains YMCA work- 
ers, will receive $200,000 for its capi- 
tal funds drive. 

The Perpetual Endowment Fund 
of National City Christian Church 
Corporation in Washington, D. C., 
will be given $25,000. 

Another $25,000 will go to the Re- 
ligious Heritage of America, Inc., 
in Washington, D. C., to help per- 
petuate its annual program of hon- 


Photo by Francis E. Barnes 


oring outstanding ministers, lay- 
men and laywomen. He is chair- 
man of R.H.A.’s executive commit- 
tee. He was named “Lay Church- 
man of the Year” by R.H.A. in 1952. 

The Beasleys’ gifts to Brite Col- 
lege of the Bible will endow a min- 
isterial scholarship program for 
TCU’s graduate seminary. 

East Dallas Christian Church will 
receive $100,000 as an endowment 
for its local program, $100,000 as an 
endowment for its world outreach 
and $50,000 to help erect a chapel. 

The $50,000 chapel fund is to ac- 
cumulate income until 1970, then 
be spent for the purpose designated. 

Dr. W. A. Welsh, minister of East 
Dallas Christian Church, termed 
the Beasleys’ program of gifts “an 
altogether appropriate act on the 
part of dedicated Christian stew- 
ards,” 

Beasley, a deacon in East Dallas 
Christian Church for 25 years, is a 
former chairman of the official 
board. 

He is a former president of the 
Slayter Men’s Bible Class of the 
church. 

A member of the board of trus- 
tees of TCU since 1954, he also is 
a George Williams College Trustee. 

He is president of the board of 
trustees of National City Christian 
Church Corporation. 





THE CONTRACT for the publishing of a handbook to aid Boy Scouts in 

achieving the Scouts’ God and Country Award was signed in St. Louis by 

its author, Will Sessions (left), pastor of the Independence Boulevard 

Christian Church, Kansas City; Dr. W. H. Cramblet (seated), president of 

the Christian Board of Publication; and Darrell K. Wolfe, director of the 

Christian Board’s book publishing division, Bethany Press. The “Handbook 
for God and Country Award” will be published early in 1961. 
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Brotherhood News 


Foundation Established 


For New Tulsa Churches 


TuLsa, OKLA—Tulsa Christian 
Foundation has been established and 
incorporated here as another source 
of financial assistance for newly 
established Christian churches of 
this area. 

Officers of the Tulsa Area Chris- 
tian Missionary Society announced 
incorporation of the foundation with 
an initial investment of approxi- 
mately $25,000. 

R. P. Graham, society vice-presi- 
dent, said the action opened the 
way to a new field of benevolence 
for Disciples. He said gifts and be- 
quests in wills may be made to 
the foundation with assurance the 
money will serve indefinitely, since 
only the income from foundation 
funds will be allocated. Money thus 
acquired will be used chiefly for 
establishing new congregations, but 
may be used to assist older churches 
in financial difficulty, he explained. 


Jetfersontown Breaks 


Ground at New Location 

JEFFERSONTOWN, Ky.—First Chris- 
tian Church broke ground here on 
Oct. 9 for a new church. Following 
a basket dinner in the old building’s 
fellowship hall, the congregation 
journeyed to the new site and 
climbed to the top of the bluff where 
the new church is to stand. 

Many guests were present for the 
occasion and representatives from 
various groups and organizations 
within the church took part in the 
services. 

Thomas E. Alston is pastor of the 
church. 


Service of Dedication 
Held at Andrews, Ind. 


ANDREWS, IND.—First Christian 
Church held a service of dedication 
on Oct. 23 for a new organ, a new 
piano and a new set of communion 
ware. The organ was given in 
memory of Mrs. Lucretia Leberenz 
and Mrs. Emanuel Stephan, while 
the communion set was given in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. B. E. King. 

An informal reception was held in 
the church basement following the 
services of dedication to welcome 
R. Clayton Kendall and family to 
the pastorate of the church here. 


Observes 90th Birthday 


LeRoy, KaNn.—Mrs. Clara Mac- 
Farlane, widow of Duncan MacFar- 
lane, pastor for over 50 years in 
Nebraska, Kansas and Illinois, cele- 
brated her 90th birthday Oct. 18 at 
her home here. 
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Brotherhood News 


Minister and Wife Are 
Honored on Anniversary 


UNION CITY, TENN.—Ernest D. 
Fritts, pastor of South Sixth Street 
Christian Church here and former 
minister of Union City’s First Chris- 
tian Church, was honored Oct. 9 
when J. David Kidwell, pastor of 
First Church here, presented Mr. 
Fritts with the Honored Minister’s 
pin. 

He began his ministry in Knox- 
ville about 1916 while employed by 
the L & N railroad and studied at 
the University of Tennessee and 
Milligan College. He has served 
churches in Illinois, Alabama, Ken- 
tucky, and Texas in addition to his 
work in Tennessee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fritts celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary 
also on Oct. 9 and the church 
honored them with a reception held 
in the annex of the church that 
afternoon. 


New Officers for New 
Sandy Springs Church 


ATLANTA, GA.—Charles C. Thomp- 
son, pastor of Brookhaven Christian 
Church here, consecrated and in- 
stalled new officers for the new 
Sandy Springs Christian Church here 
on Oct. 16. 


The new officers included: Dr. 


Ruth Barbee, ad interim minister; 
elders, William M. Smith, David H. 


DALE McAFEE (left), missionary recruit of the Brazil Christian Mission, 
explains something of his new work to Paul Davis and Bruce Smith, stu- 
dent ministers of Manhattan (Kan.) Bible College. 
plans to sail next year for Brazil and will work in the new capital city of 
McAfee is a graduate of Manhattan Bible College and The 


Brazilia. 


Baker, Wallace W. Eidson and Larry 
L. Gerds; deacons, Herbert T. Fer- 
guson, Carl C. Fowler, Robert H. 
Hunter, Jr., John P. Logan, Jr., and 
Frank Lyne. 

This church occupies a 12-acre 
site purchased jointly by the Chris- 
tian Churches of Georgia and The 
Atlanta Christian Union. The loan 
for the property was secured from 
the Board of Church Extension. 


New Educational Building 
Erected at Graham, Tex. 


GRAHAM, TEXAS.—First Christian 
Church here recently completed the 
erection of an education building, 
providing for the nursery, kinder- 
garten and a large room as a youth 
center. 

The sanctuary, of the old Akron 
type arrangement, has been re- 
modeled with a level floor and chan- 
cel located in the center of west 
wall. The floor has been covered 
with carpet. 

The two-story brick parsonage 
has been completely refinished. 

Dedication services were held Oct. 
2 with Dr. T. T. Swearingen, exec- 
utive secretary of Texas Board of 
Christian Churches, as the speaker. 

Patrick Henry, Sr., of Arlington, 
Texas, has served as interim pastor 
during the building program. 

K. L. Coffey began his work as 
pastor of First Church here on Sept. 
ai; 





Graduate Seminary, Enid, Okla. 
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The McAfee family 











CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Marion, Ohio, provided day camp- 
ing for primary and junior depart- 
ment children during the past sum- 


mer. Approximately 50 children 
Participated in the program, in- 
cluding those from the Mount Zion 
Baptist Church, a Negro congrega- 
tion. The camping program was 
under the direction of Howard Rat- 
cliff, Yale Divinity school student 
and youth minister of the church. 
C. Edward Weber is the pastor. 


Votes Scholarship Fund 


For Christian Training 


Fort Scott, KANSAS—First Chris- 
tian Church here voted recently to 
establish a Christian education 
scholarship fund to encourage youth 
of the church to enter upon full- 
time Christian service. Any youth, 
who is a member of the church 
here and who pians to attend a 
brotherhood college to prepare for 
a church vocation, is eligible for the 
scholarship. 

Financial assistance will be given 
at the rate of $100.00 per semester 
for the first two years and $150.00 
per semester for the third and fourth 
years of college. The scholarship 
fund is to be underwritten by in- 
cluding it as a regular item in the 
annual budget of the church. 

Preston A. Taylor is minister of 
the church. 


Bethany Christian Church 
Dedicated New Unit Oct. 9 


RICHMOND, VA.—Bethany Christian 
Church held a service of dedication 
for the first unit of its building 
program on Oct. 9. 

John R. Tate, formerly executive 
secretary of the Virginia Christian 
Missionary Society, was the speaker 
for the occasion. Dr. Tate is also 
a former pastor of Bethany Church. 

As a part of the observance of the 
Week of the Ministry, the members 
of Bethany entertained former pas- 
tors and their wives. 
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Honored Minister's Pin 
Given to Vere Gillespie 


SYRACUSE, NEw YorK—Vere Gil- 
lespie, retired Christian Church min- 
ister, was guest of honor at a fel- 
lowship dinner here at First Chris- 
tian Church during the observance 
of the Week of the Ministry. 

Upon this occasion the church, on 
behalf of the brotherhood, pre- 
sented Mr. Gillespie with the 
Honored Minister’s pin. 

During his ministry Mr. Gillespie 
has served churches in Indiana, 
Ohio, Massachusetts, New Jersey and 
New York. His last pastorate of 
eight and one-half years was here 
at First Church. He retired last 
January. At present he is serving 
as ad interim minister at Harris- 
ville, New York. 

Harrie S. Young is pastor of the 
church here. 


Open House Honors Mr. 
And Mrs. Grant Holman 


OAKLAND, IA.—An open house was 
held here Sept. 25 to honor Mr. and 
Mrs. Grant Holman who have moved 
to their new home in Livingston, 
Tenn. A brief program was given 
and a gift presented to the Holmans. 

Mr. Holman retired last July 1 
after 36 years in the Christian min- 
istry, three of those years here at 
Oakland. 


Disciple Pastor Seeks 


Teacher Salary Boost 


PENSACOLA, FLA.—Stanley Van Et- 
ten, pastor of Westwood Christian 
Church, has taken the lead here in 
an effort to secure an increase in 
salaries for the public’ school 
teachers of the county. 

The minister pointed out that the 
city’s garbage collectors and laborers 
received salaries comparable to that 
of the beginning schoolteacher and 
in some instances the school janitors 
were paid more than the teachers. 


Texas Church Observes 
72nd Anniversary Oct. 9 


TEMPLE, 'TEXAS—First Christian 
Church held special services here on 
Oct. 9 to observe the 72nd anniver- 
sary of the congregation. 

Les Proctor, district attorney of 
Travis county, Austin, Texas, was 
the special speaker for the celebra- 
tion. He is a former member of 
the church here. 

Howard Johnson is pastor of the 
Church. 


DECEMBER 11, 1960 





Brotherhood News 


Jacksonville, Illinois, Church Burns Mortgage 
Cae of $130, 000 Remodeling 


oe 





A BIG OCCASION at Central Christian Church in Jacksonville, Ill., was the 
mortgage burning ceremony which was held during the past summer. It 
was the culmination of an extensive and thorough remodeling program. 
The remodeling program included the total education and social facilities 
of the church and a new chancel. It added a third floor to its education 
building. The total project cost $130,000 and the church decided to use 
a three-year period in which to pay the debt. Remodeling included the 
expansion of the church school facilities to accommodate 600 students, the 
remodeling of an organ, a new kitchen and remodeled social house and 
youth department facilities. Pictured (from left) are: Lee A. Sullivan, Sr., 
chairman of the trustees; Louis Boddy, chairman of the stewardship depart- 
ment at the time the payments on the debt were completed; John Chapman, 
chairman of the stewardship department when the campaign was launched; 
J. Allen Biggs, general campaign chairman; and Gerald Miller, pastor who 
recently completed five years’ ministry with the church. Claude Gustine 
was general chairman of the remodeling and expansion program. 


At First Christian 
Church, Rockwood, Tenn. 


Congregation Observes 75th Anniversary 





AMONG THE PARTICIPANTS at the special 75th anniversary services of 

First Christian Church, Rockwood, Tenn., were (from left) Alex Mooty, 

secretary of the Tennessee Christian Missionary Society; Stanley Dysart, 

Winchester, Va., former pastor of the Rockwood church; and Nixon Taylor, 

pastor of the church. Mr. Dysart spoke at the morning service and Mr. 

Mooty during the afternoon. The observance was held on Oct. 2 and there 
was a basket dinner served at noon. 
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Milligan College 
Winner of Quality 
Improvement Award 


JOHNSON CITY, TENN.—Milligan 
College, near here, has been se- 
lected to receive the fifth annual 
Quality Improvement Award to a 
non-accredited college, according to 
an announcement made recently by 
Dr. Theodore A. Distler, executive 
director of the Association of Amer- 
ican Colleges. 

The award, which is made pos- 
sible by a grant from the United 
States Steel Foundation, Inc., is in 
the amount of $25,000. The award 
is designed to encourage and re- 
ward a college striving for excel- 
lence and to help it obtain full 
recognition from its regional ac- 
crediting association. 

In announcing the award, Dr. 
Distler commented: “Milligan has 
given evidence of excellent admin- 
istration and noteworthy progress 
toward the kind of quality educa- 
tion that is the hallmark of the 
good small liberal arts college.” 

Roger M. Blough, chairman of 
the board of the United States Steel 
Foundation, said of the award: 
“The progress made in quality im- 
provement as reflected by Milligan 
College gives us encourage- 
ment and confidence in the self-at- 
tainment possibilities of the small 
private college in enhancing its 
cultural status and academic use- 
fulness.” 


Milligan’s president, Dean E. 
Walker, in stating the use to which 
the award will be placed, said: 
“The $25,000 is earmarked for 
books. This is particularly needed 
as we are about to occupy our new 
P. H. Welshimer Memorial Library. 
We can, and should match this gift 
to show our appreciation.” 


Campus Capsules 


@ HAWKINS, Texas—Miss Sharon 
Youngblood, a sophomore here at 
Jarvis Christian College, was one 
among 50 persons who toured Eu- 
rope and Africa this past summer. 
The tour was sponsored by the Na- 
tional Council of Negro Women. 
The group visited England, Holland, 
Belgium, Germany, Austria, Switz- 
erland, Italy, France, Nigeria, 
Ghana, Liberia and French West 
Africa. 


24 (1592) 


@ WILSON, N. C.—T. J. Hackney, 
Sr:, of this city and chairman of 
the board of Hackney Brothers 
Body Company, was re-elected 
chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Atlantic Christian College here 
during the board’s annual fall 
meeting. Renamed officers for the 
year were A. D. Shackelford of Wil- 
son, vice-president, and Milton L. 
Adams, also of this city, as secre- 
tary. More than 20 trustees of At- 
lantic Christian met to carry on of- 
ficial business which included the 
adoption of a record budget 
amounting to $839,950.22. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS, I ND.—Enrollment 
here at Christian Theological Semi- 
nary this fall includes 251 graduate 
students, representing nine foreign 
countries, 35 states and 17 denomi- 


nations. Foreign nations repre- 
sented include Formosa, Japan, 
Netherlands, South Africa, United 


Arab Republic, New Zealand, Philip- 
pines, Korea and Canada. 


@ ORANGE, CALIF.—A gift from. the 
Chapman Building Company of Ful- 
lerton has made possible the recent- 
ly completed major revamping of 


stage facilities here in the Chapman 
College auditorium. Officers and 
directors of the building company 
include the widow and children of 
Charles C. Chapman, pioneer Orange 
County rancher, for whom the col- 
lege is named. 


@ EurEKA, ILL.—Parents Day here 
on the campus of Eureka College 
grows each year. This fall a total 
of over 200 parents and relatives of 
students shared in the rewarding 
day. An assembly, addressed by 
President Ira W. Langston, sessions 
with the faculty advisers of the stu- 
dents, lunch at the college dining 
hall and a football game in the aft- 
ernoon, were items on the schedule. 
The football game ended in a tie 
as Eureka played St. Procopius. 


@ LEXINGTON, Ky.—Dr. Winfred E. 
Garrison gave the Fall Lectures 
here at The College of the Bible, 
Nov. 14-16. Now chairman of the 
Department of Philosophy and Re- 
ligion at the University of Houston, 
Houston, Texas, he has given over 
60 years to the education of youth 
in colleges and seminaries. The 
one-time assistant editor of The 
Christian-Evangelist (now The 
Christian) has served as president 
of Butler University, professor in 
the University of Chicago and dean 
of the Disciples Divinity House 
there. 


New Dormitory for Women at Bethany College 
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STANDING IN FRONT of Ivabell Harlan Hall, new women’s residence 
building at Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va., are (from left): Dr. Thomas 
Canning, Mrs. C. Allen (Ivabell) Harlan, C. Allen Harlan, both of Detroit, 
Mich., and Dr. Perry E. Gresham, Bethany College president. Dr. Canning 
wrote the original music, “The Builders,” for the dedication. The building 
is named in honor of Mrs. Harlan. The new structure will provide hous- 
ing for 66 women and cost $336,000. 
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Chancel Features Wooden 
Cross that is 23 Feet High 


Building Stone Laid by 
Overland Park Church 


OVERLAND PARK, KAN.—An_ un- 
usual service of the laying of the 
building stone was held here Nov. 
6 at the Christian Church. 

The center of worship of the new 
sanctuary is a 23-foot wooden cross 
which rises out of the chancel floor 
to overshadow the pulpit and the 
communion table. At the base of 
this cross was placed the building 
stone and under the stone was a 
receptacle where the historical rec- 
ords of the congregation were de- 
posited. 

Participating in the services were 
Forrest Haggard, pastor of the 
church here; Dr. Dyre Campbell, 
executive secretary of the Kansas 
Christian Missionary Society; Harrell 
Rea, executive secretary of the 
Christian Church Commission of the 
Greater Kansas City Area; and of- 
ficers and members of the congrega- 
tion. 

The sanctuary is the third unit of 
a long-range building program and 


is scheduled for dedication in April 
of 1961. This unit includes new of- 
fices, classrooms, a lounge-overflow 
room with adjoining kitchenette, 
choir robing rooms and boiler room. 

The sanctuary will seat 475 with 
the choir loft accommodating 40 per- 
sons. A folding wood partition will 
open the lounge area to seat another 
100 persons at the north side of the 
sanctuary. The roof is supported by 
laminated wood arches arranged in 
pairs like fingers of hands folded in 
prayer. The center portion of the 
chancel wall will be a vertical panel 
of glistening white plastic fabric 
dossal screen behind which both the 
organ pipes and the _ baptismal 
chamber will be located. The Com- 
munion table will be located in the 
center of the chancel. 


Medford Jones in Crusade 


PORTSMOUTH, OHIO—First Chris- 
tian Church here has completed a 
Festival of Faith Crusade in evan- 
gelism and membership revitaliza- 
tion with Medford Jones, evangelist, 
as the leader. There were 15 addi- 
tions to the church with attendance 
at the evening preaching services 
surpassing the average Sunday 
morning attendance. Ernest Ford 
is the minister. 


Brotherhood News 


Distinguished Scholars 
Write New Adult Series 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Distinguished 
scholars of the Christian Churches 
are the authors of the texts to be 
used in the new series of adult 
Christian education courses. 

Writers for the new adult curric- 
ulum, the Christian Discipleship 
Series, are Norman E. Jacobs, 
Charles F. Kemp, Harold L. Lunger, 
D. Glenn Rose, Walter W. Sikes, 
Joseph M. Smith, and Dwight E. 
Stevenson. 

Six of the authors are professors 
and one is a minister. 

Dr. Kemp and Dr. Lunger are pro- 
fessors in Brite College ef the Bible, 
Fort Worth, Texas. Dr. Sikes and Mr. 
Smith are professors in Christian 
Theological Seminary located here. 
Dr. Rose is a professor in Transyl- 
vania College, and Dr. Stevenson is 
a professor in The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. 

Mr. Jacobs is minister of Knox- 
ville Christian Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

All are particularly qualified in 
their areas of writings and are ac- 
complished authors. 


SOMETIMES SERVICE CAN BE HELPFUL! 
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NOW— 
A Special New Service 
For Church Librarians! 


Review-By-Mail Plan is the 
name. This new plan works 
with you as a partner in pro- 
viding a modern, inexpensive 
library for your church! 


Here’s how: as new religious 
books are published, our staff 
of librarians carefully examines 
them. From these, we will send 
you a package of not more 
than 5 books. You and your church 
library committee look over our 


selections, and retain only those books 
you want for your library! 


The books you don’t want may be re- 
turned within 30 days for ‘full credit. 
And, a 20% discount to registered libraries 
will be allowed on all books kept for library 


We pay postage on all shipments to you; you pay 

postage only on books returned. Write today; we'll 

send a post card for your signature authorizing us to 
begin this convenient service. Act promptly! Join the 
Review-By-Mail Plan—keep your library up to date with 


the newest books this 


easy, quick way! 


CHRISTIAN BOARD of PUBLICATION Box 179 St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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NE of the disturbing things 
about much of our church work 
is that so many people expect noth- 
ing to happen. Over and again a 
minister brings the gospel message 
to the congregation, giving sugges- 
tions for ways of putting Jesus’ prin- 
ciples into action. After the service 
the members’ parting remarks re- 
veal their attitudes. “Those were 
interesting observations in your 
sermon today.” “I certainly en- 
joyed that message!” “You know, 
I had never thought of it that way 
before.” “Another good sermon!” 
On one occasion a minister friend 
of the writer had a member of the 
congregation say to him, “You 
spoke as if you really expected us 
to do something about it.” The 
pastor replied, “I do expect you to 
do something about it!’ 

Perhaps we who speak fail to 
make it clear that our messages 
are supposed to be more than an 
interesting accumulation of facts. 
We do not communicate the idea 
that we expect something to happen. 

How many times do church lead- 
ers attend workshops, training 
schools and conferences, then re- 
turn home enthusiastic about the 
courses, the instructors and the en- 
richment of the days of training. 
Yet in many instances these same 
leaders seem to have no idea that 
the training was given with a pur- 
pose in mind—to help the partici- 
pants do a better job of living and 
working afterward. Consequently 
the real potential of many schools 
and workshops is never realized. Ifa 
person from your congregation at- 
tends a worship service, a training 
session or an enrichment program, 
the person and the church should 
be the better. for it afterward. En- 
joyment of the experience is not 
enough. 

The question is, “How can a 
church help its people to use what 
they have learned?” We suggest 
several ways. The reader may add 
to the list or make a list of his 
own. 


+ Bring the question up for discus- 
sion at various meetings of your 
church groups, asking for the sug- 
gestions of those present. 

; 

Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of local church life of The 
United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Expecting Something to Happen 


+ Suggest a statement of purpose 
when a group attends a school or 
conference. In the statement would 
be a clarification of what is ex- 
pected as a result of the experience. 


+ Include in the class or discussion 
session (if you are leader) a brief 
discussion of ways the ideas and 
information can be used. 


+ Include in the sermon (if you are 
the minister) specific ways in which 
the truths can be applied by the 
members. 


+Ask yourself (if 
worker): 


you are a 


1. How does this fact or idea ap- 
ply to my class or group, or to me 
personally? 

2. How can I adapt these sug- 
gestions to the group with which 
I work? 

3. How can I convey these ideas 
to my fellow workers who could not 
attend? 


+ Take notes, not so much on what 
is said as on what comes to your 
mind as you hear what is said. 
These thoughts, unless caught by 
pencil, may never come again. The 
speaker stimulates you to think of 
many things that need to be done. 
Write out each as it comes to you— 
then put it into practice. 


+ Make opportunity for delegates to 
report their workshop experience 
and to make public suggestions of 
ideas that could be put into prac- 
tice. 

Whenever you attend a service or 
a workshop go expecting something 
to happen—then see that it does 
happen! 


UNQUOTE ... 


RELIGION is much more than 
poetry, but it is poetry. Religion 
is much more than a way of seeing 
the world, but it is this—C, B. Mar- 
TIN, Religious Belief. 


I KNOW the world is filled with 
trouble and many injustices. But 
reality is as beautiful as it is ugly. 
I think it is just as important to 
sing about beautiful mornings as it 
is to talk about slums. I just 
couldn’t write anything without 
hope in it.——THE LATE OscaR HAM- 
MERSTEIN II. 





Brotherhood News 


Detroit's Bethany Church 
In New Building Campaign 


DETROIT, MicH.—Bethany Chris- 
tian Church launched a _ building 
fund campaign here on Sept. 18 to 
subscribe $33,000 additional for its 
new sanctuary, total cost $175,000, 

Plans call for the new structure 
to be erected next year, bringing to 
fulfillment the complete edifice, val- 
ued at $400,000. This includes the 
education unit already in use. 

Raymond Cundiff served as chair- 
man of the campaign and captains 
of canvassers were Al Nenni, Fred 
Shortreed, Loy Iseminger, Mrs. S. 
V. Davis and Mrs. Maude Houlihan. 
Harold Watkins of the Board of 
Church Extension, was the guest 
conductor. 

An inspiring model of the new 
building, 8 ft. by 4 ft. and 32 inches 
tall in clear plastic made by Harry 
Finley, chairman of board, was un- 
veiled for the first time Sept. 18. 
In addition to the sanctuary seat- 
ing 317, the new building, contem- 
porary design, will include four 
more rooms and assembly room. A 
tower elevating a large stone cross 
will form an imposing feature. 

The congregation is now worship- 
ing in the fellowship hall of the 
education unit erected in 1953. 
Earl Confer is the architect. Quen- 
ten Bennett is chairman of the 
building council and Kenneth Brady 
is pastor. 





Bayne Driskill Serving 


As Evangelism Counselor 


FortT WorTH, TEXAS—Bayne E. 
Driskill noted Disciple evangelist, 
has been retained as a counselor on 
evangelism for the Texas Board of 
Christian Churches. 

Serving the state board approxi- 
mately 18 weeks each year, he will 
work primarily as a director of 
city-wide and area campaigns in 
evangelism and membership devel- 
opment. 

He also will conduct a _ limited 
number of evangelism campaigns 
for single congregations, mainly 
new churches. 

Dr. Driskill will continue to serve 
individually as an evangelist on call 
from Christian Churches through- 
out the nation. 

His association with the TBCC 
was announced by Dr. Tilford T. 
Swearingen, executive director of 
the state board of missions and 
Christian education. 

Dr. Driskill, who has conducted 
research in evangelism for more 
than 25 years, has become widely 
known for “Comprehensive Evange- 
lism” techniques. 
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CONTACT 


The busy young exec. spoke 
hurriedly to the girl at the 
switchboard as he rushed by. 
“Don’t put through any calls 
to me this morning. [Ill be 
incommunicado.” “Well, all 
right,” replied the girl, doubt- 
fully. “But in case anything 
comes up, hadn’t you better 
leave me a phone number?” 


WALL STREET JOURNAL 
x*k 


MISUNDERSTANDING 


The magazine editors print my 
work seldom, if ever. 


I keep sending stuff, but I 
don’t often score. 


They read it and think: “That’s 
so deucedly clever 


Somebody has surely said it 
before.” 


GILES HANY IN “QUOTE” 


x*e* 


He who hesitates is host. 
xk k * 


REALLY? 


A committee is a group of 
the unfit appointed by the un- 
willing to do the unnecessary. 


CARL C. BYERS 


New Camp and Conference Materials Planned 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—A new camp 
and conference curriculum will be 
ready for use in the summer season 
of 1963, according to the Christian 
Education Department of The United 
Christian Missionary Society. 

For the past five years a special 
committee of the Youth Work Com- 
mittee of the Curriculum and Pro- 
gram Council has been making a 
study of the present summer youth 
camp and conference program. This 
committee of 15 has in its member- 
ship both state and national staff, 
which includes representation from 
the United Society and the Christian 
Board of Publication. 

The committee has kept in close 
touch with some experimentation 
in the CYF conference for high 
school youth conducted by some 
members of the committee and a 


few others. The members said that 
it has been felt for some time a 
new type of organization and 
schedule was needed for the CYF 
conference which could take ad- 
vantage of the values to be gained 
by longer and more intensive small 
group experiences. 

The new curriculum materials are 
to be a graded series for the seven 
years of Chi Rho Camp and CYF 
Conference. 

The camp and conference cur- 
riculum, a planned and guided ex- 
perience, is conceived as “a living 
situation in which the Christian 
faith may be experienced at deep 
and meaningful levels.” 

In this, it is recognized as being 
part of the curriculum of the local 
churches, serviced by state and na- 
tional agencies. 


new Talking Book Records are amazing... 


; agree people all over the U.S.A.! | They're talking about the newest 
revolution in the recording industry—Talking Book Records! This exciting new 
technical development makes it possible for the first time to listen to complete 
books, on high quality records, with up to a full hour of playing time on each! 


Listening to literature being read aloud is a great pleasure—especially when 
there are so many selections from which to choose. Poetry, novels, inspirational 
works are presented by such outstanding artists as Basil Rathbone, Hans Conreid, 


Raymond Massey, and many others. 


Write for complete listings. See below a sampling of what's available to you 
in radically different Talking Book Records! Christmas hint: give the most 
unusual gift this year—give Talking Book Records!* 


Great Essays. Marvin Miller 
reads 41 delightful writings. 
8 Records GL 608 $8.95 
A Man Called Peter. Catherine 
Marshall’s biography recreated 
vocally. 1 Record $6.95 


Power of Positive Thinking 
(readings from). Alexander 
Scourby reads 11 of Norman 
Vincent Peale’s talks. 3 Rec- 
ords R1606 $10.95 


Tales_¢ Poems of Ed- 
gar Allan Poe Spine- 
tingling excitement! 
Chilling suspense! 
Marvin Miller reads 8 
masterful stories, plus 
several of Poe’s more 
famous poems. 4 Rec- 
ords GL 600 $4.95 


Alice In Wonderland. Marvin 
Miller and Jane Webb reading. 
3 Records C300 $3.95 


Grimm's Fairy Tales. 2 Rec- 
ords J-1612 $8.95 


Child’s Garden of Verses. Rob- 
ert Louis Stevenson's verses. 


Rudyard Kipling’s 
Just So Stories 12 of 
Kipling’s immortal] 
children’s tales. How 
the Camel Got His 
Hump; How the Leop- 
ard Got His Spots, etc. 
Gene Lockhart narrat- 


1 Record C304 $1.49 $s cane 5 Records C 308 


*Records can be played on any 
16 rpm player; also 33% player 
with use of special speed-re- 
ducing adapter (available at 
$1.95) 


a 


Complete New Testa- 
ment Authorized King 
James version. Read 
with quiet faith and 
conviction. 26 Rec- 
ords R 901 $29.95 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 


Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo 
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Faith 
Reasons for Faith. By John H. 
Gerstner. Harper and_ Brothers. 


245 pages. $5. 


Like a refreshing drink in the 
parching heat of the desert is Rea- 
sons for Faith by John H. Gerstner. 
In this day of the TV scandal, pay- 
ola, and dishonesty in high and low 
places here is an encouragement 
for the minister to preach the eter- 
nal truths of our Christian faith. 

To be sure, not all will agree 
with every reason presented, yet 
there is a stimulation to Biblical 
preaching to answer the problems 
and questions of those outside the 
faith. 

There is a need for a positive 
approach in preaching on all sub- 
jects. Pastors need to ask if real 
communication takes place during 
the sermon. This book will en- 
courage the pastor to preach ser- 
mons with positive answers based 
upon Biblical truths. It is not a 
book to be read in a hurry. Be- 
ginning with material On the Ez- 
istence of God the book concludes 
with The Pragmatic Test. There is 
no evasion of questions about revela- 
tion, miracles, and prophecies. One 
chapter gives Consideration of Some 
Objections to Christianity. These 
are from evolution and anthropology, 
determinism, Biblical criticism, and 
shortcomings of the church. 

In language that is keyed to our 
times Author Gerstner says, ‘The 
world in which we live is a great 
whodunit. God made the world but 
left it for us to find out that He was 
the Maker. But there is something 
unique about this divine whodunit 
—the perpetrator wants to be found. 
He has deliberately left clues scat- 
tered everywhere. He has made 
His authorship so plain that only 
the wilfully blind can fail to see. 
He has not left Himself without a 
witness, that ‘haply men might feel 
after him and find him.’ He obvi- 
ously wants to be the known, not 
the unknown God. We are morally 
certain that the God of this world 
would reveal Himself. The only 
question is where and when has 
He done it” (page 62). The book 
offers definite answers to this ques- 
tion.—Howarp C. COLE. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Image of the Church 


The Church in the Thought of 
Jesus. By Joseph B. Clower, Jr. John 
Knox Press. 160 pages. $3.50. 


The image of the Church is 
colored by the circumstances of the 
times. In the 16th century the 
Church was reformation. In the 
18th and 19th centuries the Church 
was evangelism and mission. The 
mechanistic impact of the 20th 
century is placing the format of 
organization upon the Church. The 
dilemma of the modern Church is 
that on the one hand the power 
of organization strengthens’ the 
identity of the group within the 
Church, while on the other hand 
there is a vital force, moving in 
all groups, of the ecumenical spirit 
which seeks the fulfillment of the 
“one body” of Christ. 

These problems are forcing the 
thoughtful Christians to seek a 
clearer image of the Church. Joseph 
B. Clower, Jr., in The Church in the 
Thought of Jesus, makes a helpful 
contribution to this search. In plain 
language, the author strides with 
“ten-league boots” through the his- 
tory of the Jews and reveals the 
light of law, prophets, and priests 
as they bear upon our Lord’s 
thoughts about the Church. 

The spotlight of Jesus’ thoughts 
give us a distinct image of the 
Church as we read with the author 

. “There is nothing in the New 
Testament to indicate that Jesus 
left detailed instructions concerning 
the Church.” “The Church was not 
a profoundly new thing. It was a 
new fellowship created around Jesus 
as its living center.” 

The results of this study will not 
be accepted by all, but the book is 
not capable of misunderstanding by 
the reader. This volume will be of 
value to the minister or layman who 
seeks to understand the historical 
setting of the Church as that setting 
presented itself to Jesus. This is 
one of the few works which could 
be profitably used by laymen, church 
school teachers, and church members 
who seek to understand the Master’s 
contribution to the Church.—KeEN- 
NETH A, KUNTZ, 


Faith and Higher Education 


Faith and Learning. By Alexander 
Miller. Association Press. 219 pages. 
$3.50. 


This study of the relationship be- 
tween the Christian faith and higher 
education was written by the pro- 
fessor of religion in Special Pro- 
grams in Humanities at Stanford 
University at the request of the 
study committee of the United Stu- 
dent Christian Council which has 
now been incorporated into the Na- 
tional Student Christian Federation. 

After a sketch of the past and 
present relationships between the 
Christian faith and higher educa- 
tion the author outlines creative 
patterns in which the two may be 
integrated and cites examples of 
these patterns from the program 
which is being developed at Stan- 
ford. 

Especially incisive are his crit- 
icisms of traditional programs in 
religion in Christian colleges and in 
departments of religion in univer- 
sities in their failure to meet the 
needs of present-day students. 

The book will be of value not only to 
the National Student Christian Fed- 
eration and its member movements 
as they study “The Church’s Mission 
in the Colleges and Universities” in 
1960-61 but also to other students, 
faculties, staffs, campus workers and 
ministers involved in Christian higher 
education.—_THOMAS P. SLAVENS. 


Church School Lessons 


1961 Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide to 
the International Sunday School 
Lessons. Edited by Frank S. Mead. 
Fleming H. Revell. 384 pages. $2.95. 


This commentary on the church 
school lessons has been published 
annually for 56 years. It is very 
popular and highly honored by 
many church school teachers. 

Parallel texts of the King James 
and Revised Standard Versions are 
used, followed with notes on the 
text, illustrations, suggestions to 
teachers and an account of the his- 
torical and geographical back- 
ground. There is a section dealing 
with audio-visuals and recommended 
materials for use with each series 
of lessons.—R. E. B. 
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BENEVOLENCE LINKS 
GOD AND MAN 


(Continued from page 5.) 


It is our concern that the total 
enterprise succeeds so that the 
Kingdom of God is served. Our in- 
volvement, if narrowed to the be- 
nevolence concern, thwarts the be- 
nevolence cause as well as the total 
program of our brotherhood. 

Involvement in any part of the 
Christian enterprise requires more 
than an apologetic, more than a 
mental agreement as to the legiti- 
macy of the cause. It requires even 
more than lip and heart commit- 
ment. It requires a Christian life 
lived on such levels that the powers 
of God may be tapped and used. In 
each of these enterprises is a faith 
that moves mountains, a love which 
spans barriers, and multitudinous 
spiritual resources adequate to one’s 
daily needs for inspiration, motiva- 
tion, and sustained buoyancy and 
strength. 

Benevolence becomes a machine- 
like institution composed of equip- 
ment, buildings, supplies, staff, and 
welfare cases if the spirit of Christ 
is not at the core of the program. 
People, vocations, and human rela- 
tionships take on a high meaning 
and present infinite possibilities for 
good when the powers of God are 
at work. People then become 
created in the image of God. Group 
dynamics, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, can work miracles of 
inspiration, healing, and power for 
good. 

Brotherhood is given new empha- 
sis as we sit down together to plan 
for the implementation of the idea 
of the Decade of Decision. In a 
committee meeting dealing with 
promotional materials the group 
sees not only the possibility of for- 
mulating recommendations for joint 
action in the field of materials, but 
also the possibility of exchanging 
ideas informally regarding each 
other’s materials. Thus, a climate 
of Christian fellowship is established 
in which the winds of God move 
for good. 

The Disciples’ Decade of Decision 
Program of Advance for the 1960’s 
links God and man together for 
greater opportunities and responsi- 
bilities, not only in benevolence, but 
in the total concern of the whole 
church. 


BOOKS RECEIVED— 


CHURCHES OF CHRIST YEAR BOOK AND 115TH 
ANNUAL REPORT, 1960. The Berean Press. 152 
pages. (Paper) 5/ ($0.70). 
COMMUNITY OF FEAR. By 
James Real. Center for the Study of Democratic 
Institutions, Box 4068, Santa Barbara, Calif. 40 
pages. (Paper) Single copy free; prices for ad- 
ditional copies provided on request to publisher. 

THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS, 1961. 
By Earl $3 _——. The Macmillan Company. 494 
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New Materials for Chi Rho Fellowship 


INDLANAPOLIS, IND.—A picture 
strip “to image the youth fellow- 
ship in terms of Christian growth” 
is to be part of entirely new ma- 
terials planned for the Chi Rho Fel- 
lowship afternoon or evening pro- 
gram. September 17, 1961, is the 
date set for presentation of these 
new materials. 

Materials for use with the after- 
noon or evening meeting of the 
CYF will also be introduced at the 
same time. 

For 1961-1962, a successor to the 
PM Pack will contain the study 
units reorganized into fewer, but 
broader, ‘‘resource units” for 
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planned learning experiences. 
Guidance will be given groups on 
how to develop learning units out 
of the broad resource units. In 
addition, there will be a bound an- 
nual containing such things as the 
picture strip mentioned. There will 
be sections on the philosophy of 
adults and youth working together, 
how to use the new publication, 
general guidance on worship, proj- 
ects, recreation, participation in 
church-wide programs, a _ sample 
calendar and guidance for calen- 
darizing the other-than-Sunday- 
morning phases of the Chi Rho Fel- 
lowship program, 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





On Laughrun and Cochran 


Editor, The Christian: 


Jim Laughrun’s “Baptism and Re- 
birth” (The Christian, July 31, 1960) 
is another strange Disciple mixture 
invoking purely psychological inter- 
pretation without much foundation 
in biblical study, historical theology, 
or basic Disciple traditions. Some- 
times we can be so “free” that our 
freedom gets us into semantics 
problems. With Mr. Laughrun, that 
“birth” is not birth at all, but rather 
the whole process of growth from 
conception to maturity! What is the 
use of this? Must we restructure 
basic word meanings to conform to 
our confusion? 

All of us would do well to reread 
Dan Joyce’s articles some time ago 
on the sacraments (The Christian- 
Evangelist, Sept. 22 and 29, 1958). 
Surely there is plenty of depth 
there, discussing the tri-dimensional 
eschatology of meaning in the past, 
the present and the future. 


Another thing that we might do 
would be to review a really disturb- 
ing lecture of Gregory Dix, “The 
Theology of Confirmation in Rela- 
tion to Baptism” (1946), which has 
more relevance than just for Angli- 
cans! If Dix is even close to being 
right—and he was possibly the best 
liturgical scholar in English—then 
we Disciples have some real prob- 
lems, not only with respect to bap- 
tism, but with regard to our whole 
view of authority and the use of 
Scripture! 

Let me comment also on Louis 
Cochran’s “The Unique Contribution 
of the Campbells to Christian Unity” 
(The Christian, Aug. 7, 1960, re- 
printed from the Restoration Re- 
view). After reading his book, The 
Fool of God, this article was some- 
thing of a disappointment to me. 
He tried to say too much, and in 
consequence, did not say enough 
about a few things; and he claims 
far too much for the present em- 
bodiment of the Campbellite move- 
ment for Christian unity! 


But the statement that really 
needs general Disciple appraisal is 
that “Campbell never held that a 
return to New Testament Christian- 
ity, and an acceptance of all that 
he thought constituted that return 
were identical. . . . To the end of 
his days he was an unceasing seeker 
after revealed truth... .” To what 


30 (1598) 


—Alexander Campbell 


extent is Mr. Cochran correct, here? 
His article makes it very clear, as 
I feel that our history bears out, 
that we are now substantially 
Campbell’s children. 


Furthermore, in the case of Alex- 
ander Campbell’s own re-baptism at 
the hands of a Baptist minister—an 
act which the long history of the 
mainstream of Christianity has con- 
sistently eschewed—he personally 
identified his own views of New 
Testament Christianity with his own 
action and status as an immersed 
believer only. 

If God was active de facto at his 
own infant baptism, which certainly 
the living faith of his own parents 
might suggest, as well as his sub- 
sequent growth in Christ, why did 
Campbell have to personally take 
a de jure position on his own bap- 
tism? If God is in any baptism, 
baptism is not repeatable. What 
God does, he does! 

Perhaps our trouble has some- 
thing to do with whether or not 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper are 
“ordinances” (i.e., simply com- 
mands) or whether they are sacra- 
ments (mysterion) in which God 
really acts through faith, without 
immediately closing off what “faith” 
is meant here by limiting it to be- 
lievers. 


If we are going to continue to re- 
baptize persons as a sort of least 
common denominator ordinance 
which thereby achieves true Chris- 
tian unity, to that extent we must 
face up to the question as to 
whether we or God are the active 
agents of baptism! In the case of 
those who have never been bap- 
tized, there is no problem, of course. 

To be fair to Campbell, I do not 
recall that he actually came to what 
we might describe today as a truly 
sacramental view of baptism. The 
use of the word “ordinance” is, or 
was, a peculiarly Baptist term, and 
largely conveyed the idea of bap- 
tism as a sign of man’s obedience 
to God’s voice and command, rather 
than the more catholic sacramental 
meaning, that God actually acts at 
baptism to bestow his grace through 
the Holy Spirit. 

Can we have it both ways? Can 
we have Campbell’s own personal 
example of “ordinance” baptism into 
Christian unity, and have the richer 
and much more widely shared un- 


—— 


Letters... 


derstanding of sacramental action, 
which Campbell himself had little 
chance of discovering in his day? 
Is it not partly true then, as Mr. 
Cochran suggested, that Campbell 
did not have a closed mind, and that 
he would want us today not to take 
even his own personal, sincere ex- 
ample in this matter as final? I 
wonder!—J. MALCOLM McCALLuM, 
Fresno, Calif. 


Genial Guide 
Editor, The Christian: 


The passing of F. E. Davison is 
being keenly felt in distant lands 
as well as by those nearer his home. 

He was a wise and genial guide 
and a valued friend. His common 
sense and his humor were invalua- 
ble.—A. L. Happon, Dunedin, New 
Zealand. 


Need of the Hour 
Editor, The Christian: 


The article by Robert A. Fang- 
meier, “The High Cost of Alcohol” 
(The Christian, March 13, 1960, re- 
printed in The Union Signal, Aug. 
13. 1960), deserves high commenda- 
tion. I must express myself in re- 
gard to this great and growing 
problem. 

The statements and _ statistics 
given by Mr. Fangmeier are splen- 
did. They set forth briefly but 
clearly the seriousness of the sit- 
uation. But I wish to call atten- 
tion especially to the last two para- 
graphs where he states, “None of 
these facts and figures, however, 
really tell the story. No one can put 
a price tag on a broken home, a 
brilliant career down the drain, a 
human life that turns into a night- 
mare of regrets, hangovers, black- 
outs, broken promises and uncon- 
trollable cravings. 

“. . . What can we as Christians 
do about it?” asks Mr. Fangmeier. 
One of the basic needs of the hour 
is that Christian people become 
truly concerned about the matter 
and other questions such as race 
relations and peace. We must pour 


out our hearts to God in sincere 
prayer, remembering that “With 
God all things are possible.” Then 


we must be willing to go and to 
do as the Lord leads us, whatever 
the cost.—ERNEST L. PIERCE, Santa 
Paula, Calif. 


THE CHRISTIAN 











85 CMF Retreats Planned 
Will Study Laymen’s 
Role in Evangelism 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Twelve thou- 
sand Christian Church laymen are 
expected to share in more than 85 
men’s retreats to study in depth the 
evangelistic role of men in our 
churches during the Decade of Deci- 
sion. 

Plans for these retreats were re- 
leased here recently by the depart- 
ment of evangelism and the depart- 
ment of men’s work of The United 
Christian Missionary Society. 

Four main concerns in the field of 
evangelism will be considered both 
by competent speakers, and in dis- 
cussion groups. These are: “Evan- 
gelism, What Is It?” “The Needs of 
the World Confronting the Church,” 
“The Methods and Techniques of 
Evangelism,” and “Witnessing in 
Your Community.” 

The retreats are designed to in- 
spire men to face in depth the 
message of the Christian faith; the 
meaning and nature of the Church; 
the critical situation the cause of 
Christ faces in today’s world; the 


vast numbers outside of Christ and 
the Church who are cold and in- 
different to Christianity, and, as a 
result, to equip the participants with 
tools to do the job in their local 
churches. 

The 15 directors of men’s work 
in state organizations, plus the 36 
state Christian Men’s Fellowship 
presidents and their executive com- 
mittees, will make final arrange- 
ments for speakers, discussion and 
worship leaders, music and recrea- 
tion. They will receive assistance 
from the staffs of both national de- 
partments. 

State leaders in men’s work, who 
wish additional information about 
the retreats, should write to Wil- 
liam H. McKinney, executive sec- 
retary of the department of men’s 
work, 222 South Downey Avenue, 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 


Accepted Ph.D. Candidate 


Eugene S. Ogrod, former State 
Director of Christian Education in 
Kansas, and a former editor of the 
Front Rank, which merged with the 
Christian Evangelist in 1959, is an 
accepted Ph.D. candidate at the Uni- 
versity of Indiana on a Lilly Fel- 
lowship. The Lilly Fellowship has 





Brotherhood News 


been awarded to selected Ph.D. can- 
didates who specialize in religious 
education. 

Before entering the Graduate 
School at Indiana University, Mr. 
Ogrod did special studies at Men- 
ninger psychiatric center in Topeka. 





please pray 


for the nine million 
people in the 


LARGEST 
CITY 


; 
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TOKYO 
CRUSADE 


May 6 through June 5/1961 
DR. BOB PIERCE, President 
WORLD VISION, INC., 

Box 0, Pasadena, Calif. 


or World Vision of Canada. 
Box 181-K, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 





He Really Knows the Score 


If you, too, would ‘know the score’ 
in the lessons most adult classes follow, 
use the Bethany Bible Teacher 

and the Bethany Bible Student. 


The Bethany Bible Teacher contains the pupil’s ma- 
terial conveniently followed by lesson plan and inter- 
pretation for the leader, plus weekly articles on 
biblical interpretation and modern-day illustrations, 
suggested audio-visuals, and guidance for 
Particular emphasis is 
placed upon the Scriptures, and concrete 
suggestions are given for applying the 


class instruction. 


Bible lessons to daily living. 75 
cents each 


The Bethany Bible Student is a 
13-session development of the 
Uniform Lessons. It includes 
each Sunday’s lesson, an inter- 
pretation of its meaning and 
background, an informative com- 
mentary, and two sections of dis- 
cussion questions. 25 cents each 


Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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The perfect gift... 
The Revised Standard Version Bible 


Written in the language of today—the RSV Bible, based on authoritative manuscripts, has brought millions new 
understanding of the teachings of the Scriptures. These fine Bibles are ideal for personal use and make handsome 


gifts for family and friends. 
the (OKONCORDETTE sini. 


The Concordette is a new and compact edition of the RSV Con- 
cordance Reference Bible. Though it measures only 5” x 7”, it con- 
tains a 192-page concise concordance and list of proper names, more 
than 75,000 center column references, 12 full-color maps, ribbon 
marker and complete footnotes. All editions also include a four-page 
family record and a presentation page—both in color. Only 13/16” 
thick, each of these superbly-crafted Bibles is printed on India paper. 


Black leatheroid, semi-overlapping covers, round corners, red edges, 
ribbon marker. Boxed. [35A489] $5.95 


Black imitation leather, semi-overlapping covers, round corners, gold 
edges, ribbon marker. Boxed. [35A492] $7.95 


Black genuine leather, semi-overlapping covers, round corners, gold 
edges, ribbon marker. Boxed. [354490] $9.95 


Red genuine leather. Otherwise same as 35A490. [35A491] $9.95 


Black genuine morocco, leather-lined, semi-overlapping covers, 
round corners, gold edges, ribbon marker. Boxed. [354493] $14.95 


Red genuine morocco. Otherwise as 35A493. [354494] $14.95 


Excellent for study and family use... 


RSV Concordance Reference Bible 


This handsome Bible is bound in the finest of cloths and leathers. Each edition contains a 192-page concise con- 
cordance with list of proper names, more than 75,000 center column references, 12 full-color maps, complete 
footnotes and a presentation page in three colors. Page size: 512” x 8%e”. 


India Paper Editions—Less than 114” thick 
Maroon buckram over boards, leatheroid spine, attrac- | Black genuine leather, limp style, round corners, gold 
tive two-color jacket. [354466] $9.00 edges, ribbon marker. Boxed. [35A467] $12.50 
De Luxe Nelson Indopaque Editions—'%«” thick 


Black genuine cowhide, semi-overlapping covers, Black genuine morocco, leather-lined, semi-overlap- 
round corners, gold edges, ribbon marker. Boxed. ping covers, round corners, gold edges, ribbon marker. 
[35A469] $17.50 Boxed. [35A471] $22.50 


RSV Illustrated Bible 


Recommended for young people, this moderately-priced edition contains 12 full-color illustrations which drama- 


tize Biblical incidents, 12 six-color maps, complete footnotes and a three-color presentation page. Page size: 
5%” x Ta”. 


Blue washable cloth over boards, stained top, square _ Black leatheroid, limp style, round corners, red edges. 
corners. [35A112] $3.25 Boxed. [35A114] $3.50 





